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□ Neither international preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1 .482) nor 
international search fee (37 CFR 1.445(a)(2) paid to USPTO 

and International Search Report not prepared by the EPO or JPO $1,000.00 

IS International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1 .482) not paid to 

USPTO but Internarion Search Report prepared by the EPO or JPO $860.00 

□ International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1 .482) not paid to USPTO 
but international search fee (37 CFR 1.445(a)(2)) paid to USPTO $710.00 

□ International preliminary examination fee paid to USPTO (37 CFR 1 .482) 
but all claims did not satisfy provisions of PCT Article 33(l)-(4) 




37 CFR 



INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. 

PCT/JP99/03189 



□ 



International preliminary examination fee paid to USPTO (37 CFR 1.482) 
and all claims satisfied provisions of PCT Article 33(1>(4) 



$690.00 



$100.00 



ENTER APPROPRIATE BASIC FEE AMOUNT - 



ATTORNEY'S ] 

NAK1-BN23 



CALCULATIONS PTO USE ONLY 



$860.00 



Surcharge of $130.00 for furnishing the oath or declaration later than 
months from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR 1.492 (e)). 



□ 20 □ 30 



$0.00 



CLAIMS 



NUMBER FILED 



NUMBER EXTRA 



RATE 



Total claims 



129 



-20 = 



109 



$18.00 



$1,962.00 



Independent claims 



13 



- 3- 



10 



$80.00 



$800.00 



Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable). 



□ 



$0.00 



TOTAL OF ABOVE CALCULATIONS - 



$3,622.00 



Reduction of 1/2 for filing by small entity, if applicable. Verified Small Entity Statement 
must also be filed (Note 37 CFR 1 .9, 1 .27, 1 .28) (check if applicable). 



□ 



$0.00 



SUBTOTAL = 



$3,622.00 



Pressing fee of $130.00 for furnishing the English translation later than 
mohths from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR 1.492 (f)). 



□ 20 □ 30 



+ 



$0.00 



TOTAL NATIONAL FEE « 



$3,622.00 



ffe& for recording the enclosed assignment (37 CFR 1 ,1 1 (h)). The assignment must be 
accompanied by an appropriate cover sheet (37 CFR 3.28, 3.3 3) (check If applicable). 



X 



$40.00 
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$3,662.00 
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to cover the above fees is enclosed. 



in the amount of 



to cover the above fees. 



IS The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 1 6-2462 A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

NOTE: Where an appropriate time limit under 37 CFR 1.494 or 1.495 has not been met, a petition to re 
1.137(a) or (b)) must be filed and granted to restore the application to pending status. 
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Applicant(s): 
Title: 



Hiroyuki Kado et al. 

PLASMA DISPLAY PANEL WITH SUPERIOR LIGHT- 
EMITTING CHARACTERISTICS, AND METHOD AND 
APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING THE PLASMA 
DISPLAY PANEL 



Attorney's 
Docket No.: 



NAK1-BN23 



"EXPRESS MAIL" MAILING 
LABEL NO. EL227718303US 



DATE OF DEPOSIT: December 7, 2000 



NAK1-BN23 



09/71913* 

533 Rec'd PCT/PTO 07 DEC 2000 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 
Hiroyuki Kado et al. 



Serial No.: 



Filed: 



For: 



PLASMA DISPLAY PANEL WITH SUPERIOR 
LIGHT-EMITTING CHARACTERISTICS, AND 
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PRODUCING THE PLASMA DISPLAY PANEL 



Examiner: 
Group Art Unit: 



Irvine, CA 92614 
December 7, 2000 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Box PCT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Prior to an examination on the merits of the above-identified application, please enter the 
following amendments: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Page 1, between lines 14 and 15 insert --Document EP0554172A1 discloses a 
conventional, typical technique related to a construction and production method of PDP.~; 

Page 3. line 8, insert -Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2-08834 discloses a 
technique for forming a fluorescent substance film by applying a fluorescent substance slurry then 
drying the applied slurry by high-temperature dry air.- 
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Page 5, lines 2-20, delete "The above first . . . layers is improved" and insert -The above 
first object is achieved by improving the chromaticity of light emitted from flue fluorescent 
substance layers. This is achieved by setting the chromaticity coordinate y (the CIE color 
specification) of light to 0.07 or less or the peak wavelength of a spectrum of light to 453 mm or 
less when vacuum ultraviolet rays are radiated onto the blue cells to excite the blue fluorescent 
substances. 

Such an improvement in the chromaticity of light emitted from blue fluorescent substance 
layers as described above increases the color temperature of light (white balance) when the light is 
emitted from all the cells, and improves the color reproduction. 

The above PDP having a superior chromaticity of light emitted from blue fluorescent 
substance layers is produced by performing the bonding process while steam vapor is forced to 
exhaust from the inner space by, for example, circulating a dry gas in the inner space. 

The above PDP is also produced by performing a preparative heating step before the 
bonding process, where in the preparative heating step, a front panel and a back panel are heated in 
an atmosphere of dry gas while a space is opened between the sides of the panels facing each other. 
Alternatively, the above PDP is produced by performing a heating step before the bonding process, 
where in the bonding process, where in the heating step, a panel is heated while an MgO layer 
formed on the panel is in contact with a dry gas. 

The above improvement is achieved by the production method of the present invention since 
it prevents blue fluorescent substances from being degraded by heat by reducing the amount of 
water preserved in the inner space. In contrast, in a conventional PDP production method, the flue 
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fluorescent substances are degraded by heat of water emitted in the inner space in the bonding 
process, resulting in degradation of the light-emitting intensity and the chromaticity of emitted light. 

The above PDP whose blue fluorescent substance layers emit light with a superior 
chromaticity is also produced by performing the bonding process, after a while, heating the bonded 
panels to a certain temperature while circulating a dry gas in the inner space, and starting an 
exhausting step. 

With the above construction, even if the chromaticity of light emitted from the blue 
fluorescent substance layers is degraded by heat of the water in the bonding process, the 
chromaticity is recovered since the water is removed from the inner space as the dry gas is 
circulated in the inner space while the bonded panels are heated to the certain temperature. 

Here, the "dry gas" indicates a gas containing steam vapor with lower partial pressure than 
the typical partial pressure. It is preferable to use an air processed to be dried (dry air). 

It is desirable that the partial pressure of the steam vapor in the dry gas atmosphere is set to 
ISTorr or less, more preferably to lOTorr or less, 5Torr or less, lTorr or less, O.lTorr or less. It is 
dessirable that the dew-point temperature of the dry gas is set to 20°C or lower, more preferably to 
10°C or lower, 0°C or lower, -20°C or lower, -40°C or lower.-- 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 1-5, 8-12, 14-15, 18-21, 24, 28, 53-56, 61-62, 65-69, 71-72, 74-77, 
79, 81, 84-98, and 100-108 without prejudice. 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 6, line 1, delete "5" and insert --1 12--; 

line 2, before "performed" insert --further-; 
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line 3, before "dry" delete "the" and insert --a--; 
Claim 7, line 1, delete "5" and insert -112; 

line 3, before "dry" insert --the-; 
Claim 25, line 1, delete "24" and insert --11 7-; 
Claim 26, line 1, delete "24" and insert --11 7-; 
Claim 27, line 1, delete "24" and insert --1 17--; 
Claim 29, line 1, delete "28" and insert -1 17-; 
Claim 30, line 1, delete "24" and insert -1 17-; 
Claim 31, line 1, delete "24" and insert -1 17-; 
Claim 33, line 1, delete "24" and insert -1 17-; 
Claim 34, line 1, delete "24" and insert -1 17-; 
Claim 35, line 1, delete "24" and insert -1 17-; 
Claim 36, line 1, delete "24" and insert —117--; 
Claim 37, line 1 , delete "24" and insert —117--; 
Claim 38, line 1, delete "24" and insert -117- 
Claim43, line 1, delete "or Claim 42"; 
Claim 44, line 1, delete "or Claim 42"; 
Claim 45, line 1, delete "or Claim 42"; 
Claim 46, line 1, delete "or Claim 42"; 

Claim 5 1 , line 1, delete "one of Claim 40 to 42" and insert -Claim 40- 
Claim52, line 1, delete "or Claim 42". 
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57. (Amended) The PDP production method of Claim [56] 114, wherein 

the [predetermined] temperature in the heating step is equal to or higher than the 
exhaust temperature. 

Claim 58, line 1, delete "56" and insert --1 14--; 
line 2, delete "predetermined"; 

Claim 59, line 1, delete "56" and insert -1 14-; 
line 2, delete "predetermined"; 

Claim 60. line 1, delete "56" and insert --1 17--; 

line 2, delete "predetermined"; 
Claim 63, lines 1 and 2, delete "one of Claims 1 to 23, 28, 50, 51, and 56" and insert - 

Claim 6—; 

Claim 64, lines 1 and 2, delete "one of Claims 1 to 23, 28, 50, 51, and 56" and insert - 
Claim 6~. 

73 . (Amended) A PDP including a plurality of cells formed between a pair of panels 
parallel to each other, the plurality of cells including blue cells in each of which a blue 
fluorescent substance layer is formed, and the plurality of cells being filled with a gas medium, 
wherein 
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5 a peak wavelength of a spectrum of light emitted [from the blue cells when light is 

6 emitted from only the blue cells] when a blue fluorescent substance is excited by a vacuum 

7 ultraviolet ray is 453nm or less. 

Claim 80, line 1, delete "one of Claims 66 to 78" and insert --Claim 70--; 

Claim 109 ? lines 2 and 3, delete "one of Claims 1 to 42, 53 to 60" and insert - 
Claim 1 12-; 

Claim 1 10,line 2, delete "one of Claims 66 to 78" and insert -Claim 70— 
Please add the following newly-drafted Claims 112-191. 



H 1 1 1 2. A PDP production method comprising 

H 2 a bonding step for putting a front panel and a back panel together to form an inner 

3 space between the panels, and bonding the front panel and the back panel by maintaining a 

f-, 4 bonding temperature equal to or higher than a temperature at which the sealing material softens; 
\i 5 a fluorescent substance layer on at least one of the front panel and the back panel; 

O 6 and 

7 forming a sealing material layer on at least one of the front panel and the back 

8 panel; wherein the bonding step is performed while steam vapor is exhausting from the inner 

9 space. 
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1 1 1 3. A PDP production method comprising: 

2 a bonding step for putting a front panel and a back panel together to form an inner 

3 space between the panels, and bonding the front panel and the back panel; 

4 forming a fluorescent substance layer on at least one of the front panel and the pack 

5 panel; and 

6 a heating step for heating the bonded front panel and the back panel to a temperature 

7 higher than a room temperature while a dry gas is circulated in the inner space. 

fil 114. The PDP production method of Claim 113, further comprising: 

%J2 an exhausting step for, after the heating step, exhausting gases from the inner space 

P 3 while maintaining an exhaust temperature for the bonded panels higher than a room temperature. 

4 ; 1 1 1 5 . A PDP production method comprising: 

' m 2 a heating step for heating a first panel while an MgO layer formed on the first panel 

\,l 3 is in contact with a dry gas; and 

O 4 a bonding step, after the heating step, putting the first panel and a second panel 

5 together, and bonding the first panel and the second panel, a fluorescent substance layer being 

6 formed on the second panel 

1 116. The PDP method of Claim 1 12, wherein, 

2 in the bonding step, a temporary baking of the sealing material layer is further 

3 performed. 
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1 1 1 7 A PDP production method comprising; 

2 a preparative heating step for heating a front panel and a back panel in an 

3 atmosphere of dry gas while a space is opened between the sides of the panels facing each other, a 

4 fluorescent substance layer being formed on at least one of the front panel and the back panel, and a 

5 sealing material layer being formed on at least one of the front panel and the back panel; and 

6 a bonding step for, immediately after the preparative heating step, putting the front 

7 panel and the back panel together to form the inner space between the panels, and bonding the front 

8 panel and the back panel by maintaining a bonding temperature equal to or higher than a softening 
□9 point of the sealing material. 

H : 1 118. The PDP production method of Claim 7, wherein the dry gas contains oxygen. 

1 119. The PDP production method of Claim 1 3 , wherein the dry gas contains oxygen. 

Z 1 1 20. The PDP production method of Claim 1 6, wherein the dry gas contains oxygen. 

^ 1 121. The PDP production method of Claim 22, wherein the dry gas contains oxygen. 

1 122. The PDP production method of Claim 23, wherein the dry gas contains oxygen. 

1 123. The PDP production method of Claim 7, wherein the dry gas contains dry air. 

1 124. The PDP production method of Claim 13 5 wherein the dry gas contains dry air. 

1 125. The PDP production method of Claim 16, wherein the dry gas contains dry air. 

1 126. The PDP production method of Claim 22, wherein the dry gas contains dry air. 
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127. The PDP production method of Claim 23, wherein the dry gas contains dry air. 

128. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 112. 

129. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 6. 

130. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 7. 

131. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 1 3 . 

132. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 16. 

133. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 17. 

1 34. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 22. 

135. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 23. 

136. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 25. 

1 37. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 26. 

138. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 27. 

139. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 29. 

1 40. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 30. 

141 . The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 3 1 . 

142. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 32. 
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1 143. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 33. 

1 1 44. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 34. 

1 145. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 35. 

1 146. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 36. 

1 147. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 37. 

1 1 48. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 38. 

1 149. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 57 . 

1 1 50. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 58. 

1 151. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 59. 

1 152. The PDP product in accordance with the PDP production method of Claim 60. 

1 153 The PDP of Claim 73, wherein the blue fluorescent substance layer is made of 

2 BaMgAl 10 Oi 7 :Eu. 

1 154 The PDP of Claim 78, wherein the blue fluorescent substance layer is made of 

2 BaMgAlioOi 7 :Eu, 

1 155. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 6 and an activating circuit 

3 for activating the PDP. 
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1 156. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 7 and an activating circuit 

3 for activating the PDP. 

1 1 57. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 113 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 158. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 1 14 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 1 59. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 115 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 160. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 116 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 161. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 13 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 
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1 1 62, The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 16 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP . 

1 1 63 . The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 17 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 164. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

Ji2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 22 and an activating 

M 3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

h! 1 1 65. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

s 2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 23 and an activating 

sis; si; 

If; 3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

fi 1 166. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 25 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 1 67. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 26 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 
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1 1 68. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 27 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 169. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 29 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 170. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 30 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 171. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 31 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 172. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 32 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 1 73 . The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 33 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 
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1 174. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 34 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 175. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 35 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

9 1 176. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

^ 2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 36 and an activating 

U: 3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

s 1 177. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

111 2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 37 and an activating 

21 3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 178. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 38 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 179. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 39 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP . 
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1 1 80. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 40 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 181. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 41 and an activating 

3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

1 1 82. The PDP display apparatus comprising: 

«.2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of Claim 42 and an activating 

C§ 3 circuit for activating the PDP. 

y[! 1 1 83 . A PDP display apparatus comprising: 

jUJ 2 the PDP of Claim 73 and an activating circuit for activating the PDP. 

f 1 184. A PDP display apparatus comprising: 

L:f 2 the PDP of Claim 78 and an activating circuit for activating the PDP. 

S 1 185. The PDP production method of Claim 42, wherein 

2 wherein 

3 the bonding step is started after the one or two panels whose temporary baking 

4 temperature has been maintained during the sealing material temporary baking step are heated to the 

5 bonding temperature. 
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1 186. The PDP production method of Claim 42, 

2 wherein 

3 the exhausting step is started after the bonded front panel and the back panel are 

4 cooled to the exhaust temperature. 

1 187. The PDP production method of Claim 42, 

2 wherein 

3 the exhausting step is started after the bonded front panel and the back panel are 

4 maintained in the bonding temperature. 

1 188. The PDP production method of Claim 42, 

2 wherein 

3 the sealing material temporary baking step is performed while a space is opened 

4 between the sides of the panels facing each other, and 

5 the PDP production method further comprises between the sealing material 

6 temporary baking step and the bonding step: 

7 a preparative heating step for heating the front panel and the back panel while a 

8 space is opened between the sides of the panels facing each other. 

1 189. The PDP production method of Claim 41, 

2 wherein 

3 the bonding step is performed while a dry gas is circulated in the inner space. 
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1 190. The PDP production method of Claim 42, 

2 wherein 

3 the bonding step is performed while a dry gas is circulated in the inner space. 

1 191 The PDP production method of Claim 42, 

2 wherein 

3 in the sealing material temporary baking step, the front panel and the back panel are 
put together to form inner space between the panels, and the sealing material temporary 

il 5 baking step is performed while a dry gas is circulated in the inner space. 
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REMARKS 



The amendments to the specification, claims and newly drafted Claims 112-184 are in 
accordance with a Rule 34 Amendment submitted during the prosecution of the International 
Application. The amendments to Claims 43, 44, 45, 46, 51, and 52 are to remove multiple 
dependencies, and newly drafted Claims 185-191 are within the scope of the original invention 
and do not add any new subject matter. 

For the Examiner's convenience, replacement pages indicating the changes to the 
specification are attached as pages 1 and 1/1, 3 and 3/1, 5, 6 and 6/1, and 7. 

If the Examiner believes that a telephone interview will help further the prosecution of 
this case, he is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the listed telephone 
number. 



Very truly yours, 



PRICE AND GESS 




Jtfseph W. Price, Reg. 251,24 
2100 S.E. Main St., Ste. 250 
Irvine, CA 92614 
949/261-8433 
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baking the applied silver paste . The pariid&er^wai'W *tcf7 a*»e **** 
formed by applying the glass paste to the surface of the layers 
in stripes with a certain pitch, and baking the applied glass 
paste. The fluorescent substance layers 110 to 112 are formed 
5 by applying fluorescent substance pastes of each color to the 
space between the partition walls, and baking the applied pastes 
at around 500*0 to remove resin and other elements from the 
pastes. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2-08834 
discloses a technique for forming a fluorescent substance film 

10 by applying a fluorescent substance slurry then drying the 
applied slurry by high-temperature dry air. 

After the fluorescent substances are baked, a sealing 
glass frit is applied to an outer region of the back glass 
substrate 105, then the applied sealing glass frit is baked at 

15 around 350°C to remove resin and. other elements from the applied 
sealing glass frit. (Frit Temporary Baking Process) 

The front glass substrate 101 and the back glass 
substrate 105 are then put together so that the display 
electrodes 102 are perpendicular to the address electrodes"" 106, 

20 the electrodes 102 facing the electrodes 106. The substrates 
are then bonded by heating them to a temperature (around 450°C) 
higher than the softening point of the sealing glass. (Bonding 
Process) 

The bonded panel is heated to around 350°C while gases 
25 are exhausted from inner space between the substrates (space 
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fluorescent substances are in contact with the space) 
(Exhausting Process) . After the exhausting process is 



O 
€1 
M 

ill 

W 

J" 

ni 

C! 
si 

C! 
CI 



3/1 



AMENDED SHEET 



completed, the discharge gas is supplied to the inner space to 
a certain pressure (typically, in a range of 300Torr to 
SOOTorr) . 

A problem of the PDP manufactured as above is how to 
improve the luminance and other light-emitting 

characteristics . 

To solve the problem, the fluorescent substances 
themselves have been improved- However, it is desired that the 
light-emitting characteristics of PDPs are further improved. 

A number of PDPs are increasingly manufactured using 
the above-described manufacturing method. However, the 
production cost of PDPs is considerably higher than that of 
CRTs. As a result, another problem of the PDP is to reduce the 
production cost. 

One of many possible solutions to reduce the cost is 
to reduce efforts taken (time required for work) and the energy 
consumed in several processes that require heating processes. 



DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a PDP which has high light-emitting efficiency and 
superior color reproduction. It is another object of the 
present invention to provide a PDP production method in which 
the temporary baking, bonding, and exhausting processes are 
performed in shorter work time, with lower energy consumption so 
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that the production cost is reduced. 
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The above first object is achieved by improving the 
chromaticity of light emitted from blue fluorescent substance 
layers. This is achieved by setting the chromaticity coordinate 
5 y (the CIE color specification) of light to 0.07 or less or the 
peak wavelength of a spectrum of light to 453nm or less when 
vacuum ultraviolet rays are radiated onto the blue cells to 
excite the blue fluorescent substances. 



Such an improvement in the chromaticity of light 

10 emitted from blue fluorescent substance layers as described 
above increases the color temperature of light (white balance) 
when the light is emitted from all the cells, and improves the 
color reproduction. 

The above PDF having a superior chromaticity of light 

15 emitted from blue fluorescent substance layers is produced by 
performing the bonding process while steam vapor is forced to 
exhaust from the inner space by, for example, circulating a dry 
gas in the inner space. 

The above PDP is also produced by performing a 

20 preparative heating step before the bonding process, where in 
the preparative heating step, a front panel and a back panel are 
heated in an atmosphere of dry gas while a space is opened 
between the sides of the panels facing each o-her. 
Alternatively, the above PDP is produced by performing a heating 

25 step before the bonding process, where in the heating step, a 
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panel is heated while an MgO layer focmefl «*• ttJft p&tieV* is*rtn*** 
contact with a dry gas. 

The above improvement is achieved by the production 
method of the present invention since it prevents blue 
5 fluorescent substances from being degraded by heat by reducing 
the amount of water preserved in the inner space. In contrast, 
in a conventional PDP production method, the blue fluorescent 
substances are degraded by heat of water emitted into the inner 
space in the bonding process, resulting in degradation of the 
light -emitting intensity and the chromaticity of emitted 
light. 

The above PDP whose blue fluorescent substance layers 
emit light with a superior chromaticity is also produced by 
performing the bonding process, after a while heating the bonded 
15 panels to a certain temperature while circulating a dry gas in 
the inner space, and starting an exhausting step. 

With the above construction, even if the chromaticity 
of light emitted from the blue fluorescent substance layers is 
degraded by heat of the water in the bonding process * the 
20 chromaticity is recovered since the water is removed from the 
inner space as the dry gas is circulated in the .inner space 
while the bonded panels are heated to the certain temperature. 

Here, the "dry gas w indicates a gas containing steam 
vapor with lower partial pressure than the typical partial 
25 pressure. It is preferable to use an air processed to be dried 
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It is desirable that the partial pressure of the steam 



vapor in the dry gas atmosphere is set to ISTorr or less, more 
preferably to lOTorr or less, STorr or less, lTorr or less, 
5 O.lTorr or less* It is desirable that the dew-point temperature 
of the dry gas is set to 20°C or lower, more preferably to 10°C 
or lower, 0XZ or lower, -20°C or lower, -40^ or lower. 



emitted from blue fluorescent substance layers is also 
10 manufactured by a PDP production method in which; the front and 



The above PDP with improved chromaticity of light 



6/1 



AMENDED SHEET 



21-06-2000 Jp 0099031 89 



*•*••«•♦ * * • » • • • 

• • ♦ * * • • • •*« » « « # # 

o • « m • 



back panels are temporarily baked wtfilg af^spStee # Is "opeifSd * # 
between their facing sides; the front and back panels are bonded 
while a dry gas is circulated in an inner space between the 
panels; or the front and back panels are bonded together after 
5 preparatively heated while a space is opened between their 
facing sides. 

The second object of the present invention is achieved 
by: a method in which after the front panel and the back panel 
are bonded together by a sealing material in between by 

10 maintaining a bonding temperature, the exhausting process is 
started while the panels are not cooled from the bonding 
temperature to room temperature, and gases are exhausted from 
the inner space between the panels; or a method in which after 
the front panel and the back panel with a sealing material in 

15 between are temporarily baked by maintaining a temporary bonding 
temperature, then the bonding process is started while the 
panels are not cooled from the temporary bonding temperature to 
room temperature. 

In the actual manufacturing procedure, each of* such 
20 heating processes is performed using a heating furnace. 
Conventionally, the sealing material temporary baking process, 
the bonding process, and the exhausting process are separately 
performed, and the panels are cooled to room temperature at: each 
interval between processes. With such a construction, it 
25 requires a long time and consumes much energy for the panels to 



AMENDED SHEET 



be heated in each process* In contrast, in the present 
invention, these processes are performed without lowering the 
temperature to room temperature. This reduces the time and 
energy required for heating. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a sectional view of the main part of the AC- 
type discharge PDP of Embodiment 1. 

FIG. 2 shows a PDP display apparatus composed of the 
PDP shown in FIG. 1 and an activating circuit connected to the 
PDP. 

FIG. 3 shows a belt-conveyor-type heating apparatus 
used in Embodiment 1. 

FIG. 4 shows the construction of a heating-f or-sealing 
apparatus used in Embodiment 1. 

FIG. 5 shows measurement results of the relative 
light-emitting intensity of light emitted from the blue 
flourescent substance when it is baked in air with different 
partial pressures of the steam vapor contained in the air. 

FIG. 6 shows measurement results of the chromaticity 
coordinate y of light emitted from the blue flourescent 
substance when it is baked in air with different partial 
pressures of the steam vapor contained in the air. 

FIGs. 7A to 7C show measurement results of the number 
of molecules in H 2 0 gas desorbed from the blue fluorescent 
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substance . 

FIGs, 8 to 16 show specific examples of Embodiment 2 
concerning: the position of the air vents at the outer regions 
of the back glass substrate; and the format in which the sealing 
glass frit is applied. 

FIGs. 17 and 18 shows the characteristic of how the 
effect of recovering the once-degraded light-emitting 
characteristics depends on the partial pressure of steam vapor, 
where the blue flourescent substance layer is once degraded then 
baked again in air. 

FIG. 19 shows the construction of a bonding apparatus 
used in the bonding process of Embodiment 5. 

FIG. 20 is a perspective diagram showing the inner 
construction of the heating furnace of the bonding apparatus 
shown in FIG. 19. 

FIGs. 21A to 21C show operations of the bonding 
apparatus in the preparative heating process and the bonding 
process . 

FIG. 22 shows the results of the experiment for 
Embodiment 5 in which the amount of steam vapor released from 
the MgO layer is measured over time. 

FIG. 23 shows a variation of the bonding apparatus in 
Embodiment 5 . 

FIG. 24A to 24C show operations performed with another 
variation of the bonding apparatus in Embodiment 5 . 



FIG. 25 shows spectra of light emitted from only blue 
cells of the PDPs of Embodiment 5. 

FIG- 26 is a CIE chromaticity diagram on which the 
color reproduction areas around blue color are shown in relation 
to the PDPs of Embodiment 5 and the comparative PDP. 

FIGs. 27A, 27B, and 27C show operations performed in 
the temporary baking process through the exhausting process 
using the bonding apparatus of Embodiment 6- 

FIG. 28 shows the temperature profile used in the 
temporary baking process, bonding process, and exhausting 
process in manufacturing the panels of Embodiment 6. 

FIG. 29 is a sectional view showing a general AC- type 

PDP . 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

<Embodiment 1> 

FIG. 1 is a sectional view of the main part of the AC- 

type discharge PDP in the present embodiment. The figure shows 

a display area located at the center of the PDP. 

The PDP includes: a front panel 10 which is made up 

of a front glass substrate 11 with display electrodes 12 
(divided into scanning electrodes 12a and sustaining electrodes 
12b), a dielectric layer 13, and a protecting layer 14 formed 
thereon; and a back panel 20 which is made up of a back glass 
substrate 21 with address electrodes 22 and a dielectric layer 



23 formed thereon. The front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are 
arranged so that the display electrodes 12 and the address 
electrodes 22 face each other. The space between the front 
panel 10 and the back panel 20 is divided into a plurality of 
discharge spaces 30 by partition walls 24 formed in stripes. 
Each discharge space is filled with a discharge gas. 

Fluorescent substance layers 25 are formed on the back 
panel 20 so that each discharge space 30 has a fluorescent 
substance layer of one color out of red, green, and blue and 
that the fluorescent substance layers are repeatedly arranged in 
the order of the colors. 

In the panel, the display electrodes 12 and address 
electrodes 22 are respectively formed in stripes, the display 
electrodes 12 being perpendicular to the partition walls 24, and 
the address electrodes 22 being parallel to the partition walls 
24. A cell having one color out of red, green, and blue is 
formed at each intersection of a display electrode 12 and an 
address electrode 22. 

The address electrodes 22 are made of metal (e.g., 
silver or Cr-Cu-Cr) . To keep the resistance of the display 
electrodes low and to secure a large discharge area in the 
cells, it is desirable that each display electrode 12 consists 
of a plurality of bus electrodes (made of silver or Cr-Cu-Cr) 
with a small width stacked on a transparent electrode with a 
large width made of a conductive metal oxide such as ITO, Sn0 2 , 
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and ZnO. However, the display electrodes 12 may be made of 
silver like the address electrodes 22. 

The dielectric layer 13, being a layer composed of a 
dielectric material, covers the entire surface of one side of 
the front glass substrate 11 including the display electrodes 
12. The dielectric layer is typically made of a lead low- 
melting-point glass, though it may be made of a bismuth low- 
melting-point glass or a stack of a lead low-melting-point glass 
and a bismuth low-melting-point glass. 

The protecting layer 14, being made of magnesium 
oxide, is a thin layer covering the entire surface of the 
dielectric layer 13. 

The dielectric layer 23 is similar to the dielectric 
layer 13, but is further mixed with Ti0 2 grains so that the 
layer also functions as a visible-light reflecting layer. 

The partition walls 24, being made of glass, are 
formed to project over the surface of the dielectric layer 23 of 
the back panel 20. 

The following are the fluorescent substances used in 
the present embodiment: 

blue fluorescent substance BaMgAl 10 O 17 : Eu 
green fluorescent substance Z^SiO^: Mn 
red fluorescent substance Y 2°3 : Eu * 
The composition of these fluorescent substances is 
basically the same as that of conventional materials used in 
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PDP. However, compared with the conventional ones, the 
fluorescent substances of the present embodiment emit more 
excellently colored light. This is because the fluorescent 
substances are degraded by the heat added in the manufacturing 
process. Here, the emission of the excellently colored light 
means that the chromaticity coordinate y of the light emitted 
from blue cells is small (i.e., the peak wavelength of the 
emitted blue light is short), and that the color reproduction 
range near the blue color is wide. 

In typical, conventional PDPs, the chromaticity 
coordinate y (CIE color specification) of the light emitted from 
blue cells when only blue cells emit light is 0.085 or more 
(i.e., the peak wavelength of the spectrum of the emitted light 
is 456nm or more), and the color temperature in the white 
balance without color correction (a color temperature when light 
is emitted from all of the blue, red, and green cells to produce 
a white display) is about 6,000K. 

As a technique for improving the color temperature in 
the white balance, a technique is known in which the width of 
only the blue cells (pitch of the partition walls) is set to a 
large value, and the area of the blue cells is set to a value 
larger than that of the red or green cells- However, to set the 
color temperature to 7,000K or higher in accordance with this 
technique, the area of the blue cells should be 1.3 times that 
of the red or green cells, or more. 
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In contrast, In the PDP of the present embodiment, the 
chromaticity coordinate y of the light emitted from blue cells 
when only blue cells emit light is 0.08 or less, and the peak 
wavelength of the spectrum of the emitted light is 455nm or 
less. Under these conditions, it is possible to increase the 
color temperature to 7,000K or more in the white balance without 
color correction. Also, depending on the conditions at the 
manufacturing process, it is possible to decrease the 
chromaticity coordinate y even further, or increase the color 
temperature to 10,000K or more in the white balance without 
color correction. 

As stated above, as the chromaticity coordinate y of 
blue cells becomes small, the peak wavelength of the emitted 
blue light becomes short. This will be explained later in 
Embodiments 3 and 5. 

Later embodiments will also explain: why the color 
reproduction area becomes large as the chromaticity coordinate 
y of blue cells becomes small; and how the chromaticity 
coordinate y of the light emitted from blue cells is related to 
the color temperature in the white balance without color 
correction. 

In the present embodiment, on the assumption that the 
present PDP is used for a 40-inch high definition TV, the 
thickness of the dielectric layer 13 is set to around 20jum, and 
the thickness of the protecting layer 14 to around 0.5/im. 



Also, the height of the partition walls 24 is set to 0.1mm to 
0.15mm, the pitch of the partition walls to 0.15mm to 0.3mm, and 
the thickness of the fluorescent substance layers 25 to 5// m to 
50 jum. The discharge gas is Ne-Xe gas in which Xe constitutes 
50% in volume. The charging pressure is set to SOOTorr to 
800Torr . 

The PDP is activated by the following procedure. As 
shown in FIG. 2, a panel activating circuit 100 is connected to 
the PDP. An address discharge is produced by applying a certain 
voltage to an area between the display electrodes 12a and the 
address electrodes 22 of the cells to illuminate. A sustaining 
discharge is then produced by applying a pulse voltage to an 
area between the display electrodes 12a and 12b. The cells emit 
ultraviolet rays as the discharge proceeds. The emitted 
ultraviolet rays are converted to visible light by the 
fluorescent substance layers 31. Images are displayed on the 
PDP as the cells illuminate through the above-described 
procedure. 

Procedure of Producing PDP 

The following are description of the procedure by 
which the PDP with the above construction is produced. 
Producing the Front Panel 

The front panel 10 is produced by forming the display 
electrodes 12 on the front glass substrate 11, covering it with 
the dielectric layer 13, then forming the protecting layer 14 on 
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the surface of dielectric layer 13 . 

The display electrodes 12 are produced by applying 
silver pastes to the surface of the front glass substrate 11 
with the screen printing method, then baking the applied silver 
pastes. The dielectric layer 13 is formed by applying a lead 
glass material (e.g., a mixed material of 70% by weight of lead 
oxide (PbO), 15% by weight of boron oxide (B 2 0 3 ) , and 15% by 
weight of silicon oxide (Si0 2 ) ) / then baking the applied 
material. The protecting layer 14 consisting of magnesium oxide 
(MgO) is formed on the dielectric layer 13 with the vacuum vapor 
deposition method or the like. 
Producing the Back Panel 

The back panel 20 is produced by forming the address 
electrodes 22 on the back glass substrate 21, covering it with 
the dielectric layer 23 (visible-light reflecting layer) , then 
forming the partition walls 30 on the surface of the dielectric 
layer 23. 

The address electrodes 22 are produced by applying 
silver pastes to the surface of the back glass substrate 21 with 
the screen printing method, then baking the applied silver 
pastes. The dielectric layer 23 is formed by applying pastes 
including Ti0 2 grains and dielectric glass grains to the surface 
of the address electrodes 22, then baking the applied pastes. 
The partition walls 30 are formed by repeatedly applying pastes 
including glass grains with a certain pitch with the screen 



printing method, then baking the applied pastes. 

After the back panel 20 is made, the fluorescent 
substance pastes of red, green, and blue are made and applied to 
the space between the partition walls with the screen printing 
method. The fluorescent substance layers 25 are formed by 
baking the applied pastes in air as will be described later. 

The fluorescent substance pastes of each color are 
produced by the following procedure. 

The blue fluorescent substance (BaMgAl 10 O 17 : Eu) is 
obtained through the following steps. First, the materials, 
barium carbonate (BaC0 3 ) , magnesium carbonate (MgC0 3 ) , and 
aluminum oxide (a-Al 2 0 3 ), are formulated into a mixture so that" 
the ratio Ba:Mg:Al is 1:1:10 in the atoms. Next, a certain 
amount of europium oxide (Eu 2 0 3 ) is added to the above mixture. 
Then, a proper amount of flax (A1F 2 , BaCl 2 ) is mixed with this 
mixture in a ball mill. The obtained mixture is baked in a 
reducing atmosphere (H 2 , N 2 ) at 1400°C to 1650°C for a certain 
time period (e.g., 0.5 hours). 

The red fluorescent substance (Y 2 0 3 : Eu) is obtained 
through the following steps. First, a certain amount of 
europium oxide (Eu 2 0 3 ) is added to yttrium hydroxide Y 2 (OH) 3 - 
Then, a proper amount of flax is mixed with this mixture in a 
ball mill. The obtained mixture is baked in air at 1200°C to 
1450°C for a certain time period (e.g., one hour). 

The green fluorescent substance (Zn 2 Si0 4 : Mn) is 
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obtained through the following steps. First, the materials, 
zinc oxide (ZnO) and silicon oxide (Si0 2 ) , are formulated into 
a mixture so that the ratio Zn:Si is 2:1 in the atoms. Next, a 
certain amount of manganese oxide (M^O^) is added to the above 
mixture. Then, a proper amount of flax is mixed with this 
mixture in a ball mill. The obtained mixture is baked in air at 
1200°C to 1350°C for a certain time period (e.g., 0.5 hours). 

The fluorescent substances of each color produced as 
above are then crushed and sifted so that the grains for each 
color having a certain particle size distribution are obtained. 
The fluorescent substance pastes for each color are obtained by 
mixing the grains with a binder and a solvent. 

The fluorescent substance layers 25 can be formed with 
methods other than the screen printing. For example, the 
fluorescent substance layers may be formed by allowing a moving 
nozzle to eject a fluorescent substance ink, or by making a 
sheet of photosensitive resin including a fluorescent substance, 
attaching the sheet to the surface of the back glass substrate 
21 on a side including partition walls 24, performing a 
photolithography patterning then developing the attached sheet 
to remove unnecessary parts of the attached sheet. 
Bonding Front Panel and Back Panel, Vacuum Exhausting, and 
Charging Discharge Gas 

Sealing glass layers are formed by applying a sealing 
glass frit to one or both of the front panel 10 and the back 
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panel 20 which have been produced as above. The sealing glass 
layers are temporarily baked to remove resin and other elements 
from the glass frit, which will be detailed later. The front 
panel 10 and the back panel 20 are then put together with the 
display electrodes 12 and the address electrodes 22 facing each 
other and being perpendicular to each other. The front panel 10 
and the back panel 20 are then heated so that they are bonded 
together with the softened sealing glass layers* This will be 
detailed later. 

The bonded panels are baked (for three hours at 350°C) 
while air is exhausted from the space between the bonded panels 
to produce a vacuum. The PDP is then completed after the 
discharge gas with the above composition is charged into the 
space between the bonded panels at a certain pressure. 
Details of Baking Fluorescent Substance , Temporarily Baking 
Sealing Glass Frit, and Bonding Front Panel and Back Panel 

The processes of baking the fluorescent substances, 
temporarily baking^ the sealing glass frit, and bonding the front 
panel and back panel will be described in detail. 

FIG. 3 shows a belt-conveyor-type heating apparatus 
which is used to bake the fluorescent substances and temporarily 
bake the frit. 

The heating apparatus 40 includes a heating furnace 
41 for heating the substrates, a carrier belt 42 for carrying 
the substrates inside the heating furnace 41, and a gas guiding 
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pipe 43 for guiding an atmospheric gas into the heating furnace 
41. The heating furnace 41 inside is provided with a plurality 
of heaters (not shown in the drawings) along the heating belt. 

The substrates are heated with an arbitrary 
temperature profile by adjusting the temperatures near the 
plurality of heaters placed along the belt between an entrance 
44 and an exit 45. Also, the heating furnace can be filled with 
the atmospheric gas injected through the gas guiding pipe 43. 

Dry air can be used as the atmospheric gas. The dry 
air is produced by: allowing air to pass through a gas dryer 
(not shown in the drawing) which cools the air to a low 
temperature (minus tens °C) ; and condensing the steam vapor in 
the cooled air. The amount (partial pressure) of the steam 
vapor in the cooled air is reduced through this process and a 
dry air is finally obtained. 

To bake the fluorescent substances, the back glass 
substrate 21 with the fluorescent substance layers 25 formed 
thereon is baked in the heating apparatus 40 in the dry air (at 
the peak temperature 520°C for 10 minutes) . As apparent from 
the above description, the degradation caused by the heat and 
the steam vapor in the atmosphere during the process of baking 
the fluorescent substances is reduced by baking the fluorescent 
substances in a dry gas. 

The lower the partial pressure of the steam vapor in 
the dry air is, the greater the effect on reducing the 
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degradation of the fluorescent substances by heat is. As a 
result, it is desirable that the partial pressure of the steam 
vapor is ISTorr or less. The above effect becomes more 
remarkable as the partial pressure of the steam vapor is set to 
a lower value like lOTorr or less, 5Torr or less, ITorr or less, 
O.lTorr or less. 

There is a certain relationship between the partial 
pressure of the steam vapor and the dew-point temperature. As 
a result, the above description can be rewritten by replacing 
the partial pressure of the steam vapor with the dew-point 
temperature. That is, the lower the dew-point temperature is 
set to, the greater the effect on reducing the degradation of 
the fluorescent substances by heat is. It is therefore 
desirable that the dew-point temperature of the dry gas is set 
to 20°C or lower. The above effect becomes more remarkable as 
the dew-point temperature of the dry gas is set to a lower value 
like 0°C or lower, -20°C or lower, -40°C or lower. 

To temporarily bake the sealing glass frit, the front 
glass substrate 11 or the back glass substrate 21 with the 
sealing glass layers formed thereon is baked in the heating 
apparatus 40 in the dry air (at the peak temperature 350°C for 
30 minutes) . 

In this temporary baking process, as in the baking 
process, it is desirable that the partial pressure of the steam 
vapor is ISTorr or less. Also, the effect is more remarkable as 



the partial pressure of the steam vapor is set to a lower value 
like lOTorr or less, 5Torr or less, lTorr or less, O.lTorr or 
less. In other words, it is desirable that the dew-point 
temperature of the dry gas is set to 20°C or lower, and even 
more desirable for the temperature to be set to a lower value 
like 0°C or lower, -20°C or lower, -40°C or lower. 

FIG. 4 shows the construction of a heating-f or-sealing 

apparatus . 

A heating-for-sealing apparatus 50 includes a heating 
furnace 51 for heating the substrates (in the present 
embodiment, the front panel 10 and the back panel 20), a pipe 
52a for guiding an atmospheric gas from outside of the heating 
furnace 51 into the space between the front panel 10 and the 
back panel 20, and a pipe 52b for letting out the atmospheric 
gas to the outside the heating furnace 51 from the space between 
the front panel 10 and the back panel 20. The pipe 52a is 
connected to a gas supply source 53 which supplies the dry air 
as the atmospheric gas. The pipe 52b is connected to a vacuum 
pump 54. Adjusting valves 55a and 55b are respectively attached 
to the pipes 52a and 52b to adjust the flow rate of the gas 
passing through the pipes. 

The front panel and back panel are bonded together as 
described below using the heating-for-sealing apparatus 50 with 
the above construction. 

The back panel is provided with air vents 21a and 21b 
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at the outer regions which surround the display region. Glass 
pipes 2 6a and 26b are respectively attached to the air vents 21a 
and 21b- Please note that the partition walls and flourescent 
substances that should be on the back panel 20 are omitted in 
FIG- 4. 

The front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are 
positioned properly with the sealing glass layers in between, 
then put into the heating furnace 51. In doing so, it is 
preferable that the positioned front panel 10 and the back panel 
20 are tightened with clamps or the like to prevent shifts. 

The air is exhausted from the space between the panels 
using the vacuum pump 54 to produce a vacuum there. The dry air 
is then sent to the space through the pipe 52a at a certain flow 
rate without using the vacuum pump 54. The dry air is exhausted 
from the pipe 52b. That means the dry air flows through the 
space between the panels. 

The front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are then 
heated (at the peak temperature 450°C for 30 minutes) while the 
dry air is flown through the space between the panels . In this 
process, the front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are bonded 
together with the softened sealing glass layers 15. 

After the bonding is complete, one of the glass pipes 
2 6a and 26b is plugged up, and the vacuum pump is connected to 
the other glass pipe. The heating- for-sealing apparatus is used 
in the vacuum exhausting process, the next process. In the 



discharge gas charging process, a cylinder containing the 
discharge gas is connected to the other glass pipe, and the 
discharge gas is charged into the space between the panels 
operating an exhausting apparatus. 

Effects of the Method Shown in the Present Embodiment 

The method shown in the present embodiment of boding 
the front and back panels has unique effects, which will be 
described below. 

In general, gases like steam vapor are held by 
adsorption on the surface of the front panel and back panel. 
The adsorbed gases are released when the panels are heated. 

In conventional methods, in the bonding process after 
the temporary baking process, the front panel and the back panel 
are first put together at room temperature, then they are heated 
to be bonded together. In the bonding process, the gases held 
by adsorption on the surface of the front panel and back panel 
are released. Though a certain amount of the gases are released 
in the temporary baking process, gases are newly held by 
adsorption when the panels are laid in the air to room 
temperature before the bonding process begins, and the gases are 
released in the bonding process. The released gases are 
confined in the small space between the panels. It is known by 
measurement that the partial pressure of the steam vapor in the 
space at this stage is typically 20Torr or more. 

When this happens, the flourescent substance layers 
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25 contacting the space are tend to be degraded by the heat and 
the gases confined in the space (among the gases, especially by 
the steam vapor released from the protecting layer 14) . The 
degradation of the flourescent substance layers causes the 
light-emitting intensity of the layers to decrease (especially 
the blue flourescent substance layer) . 

On the other hand, according to the method shown in 
the present embodiment, the degradation is reduced since the dry 
air is flown through the space when the panels are heated and 
the steam vapor is exhausted from the space to the outside. 

In this bonding process, like the flourescent 
substance baking process, it is desirable that the partial 
pressure of the steam vapor is ISTorr or less. Also, the 
degradation of the flourescent substance is reduced more as the 
partial pressure of the steam vapor is set to a lower value like 
lOTorr or less, 5Torr or less, ITorr or less, O.lTorr or less. 
In other words, it is desirable that the dew-point temperature 
of the dry air is set to 20°C or lower, and even more desirable 
for the temperature to be set to a lower value like 0°C or 
lower, -20°C or lower, -40°C or lower. 

Study of Partial Pressure of Steam Vapor in Atmospheric Gas 

It was confirmed by the experiments that the 
degradation of the blue flourescent substance due to heating can 
be prevented by reducing the partial pressure of the steam vapor 
in the atmospheric gas . 



FIGs. 5 and 6 respectively show the relative light- 
emitting intensity and the chromaticity coordinate y of the 
light emitted from the blue flourescent substance (BaMgAl 1Q 0 17 : 
Eu) . These values were measured after the blue flourescent 
5 substance was baked in the air by changing the partial pressure 
of the steam vapor variously. The blue flourescent substance 
was baked with the peak temperature 450°C maintained for 20 
minutes. 

The relative light-emitting intensity values shown in 
25 10 FIG. 5 are relative values when the light-emitting intensity of 
^ the blue flourescent substance measured before it is baked is 

fz set to 100 as the standard value. 

^ For obtaining the light-emitting intensity, first the 

emission spectrum of the flourescent substance layer is measured 
15 using a spectrophotometer, next the chromaticity coordinate y 
is calculated from the measured emission spectrum, then the 
light-emitting intensity is obtained from a formula (light- 
emitting intensity = luminance / chromaticity coordinate y) with 
the calculated chromaticity coordinate y and a luminance 
20 measured beforehand. 

Note that the chromaticity coordinate y of the blue 
flourescent substance before it was baked was 0.052. 

It is found from the results shown in FIGs. 5 and 6 
that there is no reduction of light-emitting intensity by heat 
25 and that there is no change in the chromaticity when the partial 
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pressure of the steam vapor is around OTorr. However, it is 
noted that as the partial pressure of the steam vapor increases, 
the relative light-emitting intensity of the blue flourescent 
substance decreases and the chromaticity coordinate y of the 
5 blue flourescent substance increases. 

It has conventionally been thought that the light- 
emitting intensity reduces and the chromaticity coordinate y 

increases when the blue flourescent substance (BaMgAl 10 O 17 : Eu) 

2+ 

because activating agent Eu ion is oxidized through heating 

o + 

10 and converted into Eu3 ion (S.Oshio, T.Matsuoka, S.Tanaka, and 

H H.Kobayashi, Mechanism of Luminance Decrease in BaMgAl 10 O 17 :Eu2+ 

H Phosphor by Oxidation, J.Electrochem.Soc. , Vol.145, No. 11, 

November 1988, pp. 3903^3907) . However, considering from the 

ST= fact that the chromaticity coordinate y of the above blue 

Q 15 flourescent substance depends on the partial pressure of the 

C! 2+ . 

p steam vapor in the atmosphere, it is thought that the Eu ion 

does not directly react with oxygen in the atmospheric gas 

(e.g., air), but that the steam vapor in the atmospheric gas 

accelerates the reaction related to the degradation. 

20 For comparison, reduction of the light-emitting 

intensity and change in the chromaticity coordinate y of the 
blue flourescent substance (BaMgAl 10 O i7 : Eu) were measured for 
various heating temperatures. The measurement results show 
tendencies that reduction of the light-emitting intensity 

25 increases as the heating temperature becomes higher in the range 
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of 300°C to 60Q°C, and that reduction of the light-emitting 
intensity increases as the partial pressure of the steam vapor 
becomes higher in any heating temperatures* On the other hand, 
though the measurement results show the tendency that change in 
the chromaticity coordinate y increases as the partial pressure 
of the steam vapor becomes higher, the measurement results do 
not show the tendency that change in the chromaticity coordinate 
y depends on the heating temperature. 

Also, the amount of steam vapor released when heated 
was measured for each material constituting the front glass 
substrate 11, display electrodes 12, dielectric layer 13, 
protecting layer 14, back glass substrate 21, address electrodes 
22, dielectric layer 23 (visible-light reflecting layer), 
partition walls 24, and flourescent substance layers 25, 
According to the measurement results, MgO which is the material 
of the protecting layer 14 among others releases the largest 
amount of steam vapor. It is assumed from the results that the 
degradation of the flourescent substance layers 25 by heat 
during bonding layer is mainly caused by the steam vapor 
released from the protecting layer 14. 
Variations of the Present Embodiment 

In the present embodiment, a certain amount of dry air 
is flown into the inner space between the panels during the 
bonding process. However, exhausting air from the inner space 
to produce a vacuum and injection of dry air may be repeated 
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alternately. By this operation, the steam vapor can effectively 
exhausted from the inner space and the degradation of the 
flourescent substance layer by heat can be reduced. 

Also, all of the flourescent substance layer baking 
process, temporary baking process, and bonding process may not 
necessarily be performed in the atmospheric dry gas. It is 
possible to obtain the same effect by performing only one or two 
processes among these in the atmospheric dry gas. 

In the present embodiment, dry air as the atmospheric 
gas is flown into the inner space between the panels during the 
bonding process. However, it is possible to obtain a certain 
effect by flowing an inert gas such as nitrogen which does not 
react with the flourescent substance layer and whose partial 
pressure of the steam vapor is low. 

In the present embodiment, dry air is forcibly 
injected into the inner space between panels 10 and 20 through 
the glass pipe 26a in the bonding process. However, the panels 
10 and 20 may be bonded together in the atmosphere of dry air 
using, for example, the heating apparatus 40 shown in FIG. 3. 
In this case, a certain effect is also obtained since a small 
amount of dry gas flows into the inner space through the air 

vents 21a and 21b. 

Though not described in the present embodiment, the 
water held by adsorption on the surface of the protecting layer 
14 decreases in amount when the front panel 10 with the 



protecting layer 14 formed on its surface is baked in the 
atmospheric dry gas . With this performance only, the 
degradation of the blue flourescent substance layer is 
restricted to a certain extent. It is expected that the effect 
further increases by combining this method of baking the front 
panel 10 with the manufacturing process of the present 
embodiment . 

The PDP manufactured in accordance with the method of 
the present embodiment has an effect of decreasing abnormal 
discharge during PDP activation since the fluorescent substance 
layers contains a small amount of water. 
Example 1 
<Table 1> 
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In Table 1, the panels 1 to 4 are PDPs manufactured 
based on the present embodiment. The panels 1 to 4 have been 
manufactured in different partial pressures of the steam vapor 
in the dry air flown during the flourescent substance layer 
baking process, frit temporary baking process, and bonding 
process, the partial pressures of the steam vapor being in the 
range of OTorr to 12Torr. 

The panel 5 is a PDP manufactured for comparison. The 
panel 5 was manufactured in non-dry air (partial pressure of the 
steam vapor is 20Torr) through the flourescent substance layer 
baking process, frit temporary baking process, and bonding 
process . 

In each of the PDPs 1 to 5, the thickness of the 
flourescent substance layer is 30 urn, and the discharge gas, 
Ne (95%) -Xe (5%) , was charged with the charging pressure 
SOOTorr . 

Light Emitting Characteristics Test and the Results 

For each of the panels (PDPs) 1 to 5, the panel 
luminance and the color temperature in the white balance without 
color correction (a panel luminance and a color temperature when 
light is emitted from all of the blue, red, and green cells to 
produce a white display) , and the ratio of the peak intensity of 
the spectrum of light emitted from the blue cells to that of the 
green cells were measured as the light emitting 
characteristics . 



The results of this test are shown in Table 1. 

Each of the manufactured PDPs was disassembled and 
vacuum ultraviolet rays (central wavelength is 14 6nm) were 
radiated onto the blue fluorescent substance layers of the back 
panel using a krypton excimer lamp. The color temperature when 
light was emitted from all of the blue, red, and green cells, 
and the ratio of the peak intensity of the spectrum of light 
emitted from the blue cells to that of the green cells were then 
measured. The results were the same as the above ones since no 
color filter or the like was used in the manufactured front 
panel . 

The blue fluorescent substances were then taken out 
from the panel. The number of molecules contained in one gram 
of H 2 0 gas desorbed from the blue fluorescent substances was 
measured using the TDS (Thermal Desorption) analysis method. 
Also, the ratio of c-axis length to a-axis length of the blue 
fluorescent substance crystal was measured by the X-ray 
analysis . 

The above measurement was carried out as follows using 
an infrared-heating type TDS analysis apparatus made by ULVAC 
JAPAN Ltd. 

Each test sample of fluorescent substance contained 

in a tantalum plate was housed in a preparative-exhausting 

chamber and gas was exhausted from the chamber to the order of 
-4 

10 Pa. The test sample was then housed m a measuring 
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chamber, and gas was exhausted from the chamber to the order of 
-7 

10 Pa. The number of H 2 0 molecules (mass number 18) desorbed 
from the fluorescent substance was measured in a scan mode at 
measurement intervals of 15 seconds while the test sample was 
heated using an infrared heater from room temperature to 1,100°C 
at heating rate 10°C/min. FIGs. 7A, 7B, and 7C show the test 
results for the blue fluorescent substances taken out from the 
panels 2, 4, and 5, respectively. 

As observed from the drawing, the number of H 2 0 
molecules desorbed from the blue fluorescent substance has peaks 
at around 100°C to 200°C and at around 400°C to 600°C. It is 
considered that the peak at around 100°C to 200°C is due to 
desorption of the physical adsorption gas, and the peak at 
around 400°C to 600°C is due to desorption of the chemical 
adsorption gas . 

Table 1 shows the peak value of the number of H 2 0 
molecules desorbed at 200°C or higher, namely H 2 0 molecules 
desorbed at around 400°C to 600°C, and the ratio of c-axis length 
to a-axis length of the blue fluorescent substance crystal. 
Study 

By studying the results shown in Table 1, it is noted 
that the panels 1 to 4 of the present embodiment are superior to 
the panel 5 (comparative example) in the light emitting 
characteristics. That is, the panels 1 to 4 have higher panel 
luminance and color temperatures. 



In the panels 1 to 4, the light emitting 
characteristics increase in the order of the panel 1, 2, 3, 4. 

It is found from this result that the light emitting 
characteristics (panel luminance and color temperature) become 
superior as the partial pressure of the steam vapor is lower in 
the flourescent substance layer baking process, frit temporary 
baking process, and bonding process. 

The reason for the above phenomenon is considered that 
when the partial pressure of the steam vapor is reduced, the 
degradation of the blue flourescent substance layer 
(BaMgAl 10 O 17 : Eu) is prevented and the chromaticity coordinate 
y value becomes small. 

In case of the panels of the present embodiment , the 

peak number of molecules contained in one gram of H 2 0 gas 

desorbed from the blue fluorescent substances at 200°C or higher 
16 

is l><io or less, and the ratio of c-axis length to a-axis 
length of the blue fluorescent substance crystal is 4.0218 or 
less. In contrast, the corresponding values of the comparative 
panel are both greater than the above values. 
<Exnbodiment 2> 

The PDP of the present embodiment has the same 
construction as that of Embodiment 1. 

The manufacturing method of the PDP is also the same 
as Embodiment 1 except: the position of the air vents at the 
outer regions of the back glass substrate 21; and the format in 



which the sealing glass frit is applied. During the bonding 
process, the flourescent substance layer degrades by heat worse 
than during the flourescent substance layer baking process and 
the frit temporary baking process since in the bonding process, 
the gas including the steam vapor being generated from the 
protecting layer, flourescent substance layer, and sealing glass 
of the front panel is confined to each small inner space 
partitioned by the partition walls when heated. Considering 
this, in the present embodiment, it is arranged that the dry air 
injected into the inner space can flow steadily through the 
space between partition walls in the bonding process and that 
the gas generated in the space between partition walls is 
effectively exhausted. This increases the effect of preventing 
the degradation of the flourescent substance layer by heat. 

FIGs. 8 to 16 show specific embodiments concerning: 
the position of the air vents at the outer regions of the back 
glass substrate 21; and the format in which the sealing glass 
frit is applied. Note that though the back panel 20 is provided 
with the partition walls 24 in stripes over the whole image 
display area in reality, FIGs. 8 to 16 show only several 
columns of partition walls 24 for each of the sides, omitting 
the center part. 

As shown in these figures, a frame-shaped sealing 
glass area 60 (an area on which the sealing glass layer 15 is 
formed) is allotted at the outer region of the back glass 
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substrate 21. The sealing glass area 60 is composed of: a pair 
of vertical sealing areas 61 extending along the outermost 
partition wall 24; and a pair of horizontal sealing areas 62 
extending perpendicular to the partition walls (in the direction 
of the width of the partition walls) . 

When panels are bonded together, dry air flows through 
gaps 65 between partition walls 24. 

The characteristics of the present examples will be 
described with reference to the drawings. 

As shown in FIGs . 8 to 12, air vents 21a and 21b are 
formed at diagonal positions inside the sealing glass area 60. 
When panels are bonded together, dry air guided through the air 
vent 21a, as shown in FIG. 4, passes through the gap 63a between 
the partition wall edge 24a and horizontal sealing area 62, is 
divided into the gaps 65 between the partition walls 24. The 
dry air then passes through the gaps 65, passes through the gap 
63b between the partition wall edge 24b and horizontal sealing 
area 62, and is exhausted from the air vent 21b. 

In the example shown in FIG. 8, each of the gaps 63a 
and 63b has greater width than each of the gaps 64a and 64b 
between the vertical sealing area 61 and the adjacent partition 
wall 24 (so that Dl, D2 > dl, d2 is satisfied, where Dl, D2, dl, 
and d2 respectively represent the minimum widths of the gaps 
63a, 63b, 64a, and 64b) . 

With such a construction, for the dry air supplied 



through air vent 21a, the resistance to the gas flow in the gaps 
65 between the partition walls 24 becomes smaller than that in 
the gaps 64a and 64b. As a result, a greater amount of dry air 
passes through gaps 63a and 63b than gaps 64a and 64b, resulting 
in steady separation of the dry air into the gaps 65 and steady 
flow of the dry gas in the gaps 65. 

With the above arrangement, the gas generated in each 
gap 65 is effectively exhausted, which enhances the effect of 
preventing the degradation of the flourescent substance later in 
the bonding process. 

It can also be said that the greater values the 
minimum widths Dl and D2 of the gaps 63a and 63b are set to than 
the minimum widths dl and d2 of the gaps 64a and 64b, such as 
two times or three times the values, the smaller the resistance 
to the gas flow in the gaps 65 between the partition walls 24 
becomes and the dry air flows through each gap 65 more steadily, 
further enlarging the effects. 

In the example shown in FIG. 9, the center part of the 
vertical sealing area 61 is connected to the adjacent partition 
wall 24. Therefore, the minimum widths dl and d2 of the gaps 
64a and 64b are each 0 around the center. In this case, the dry 
air flows through each gap 65 even more steadily since the dry 
air does not flow through the gaps 64a and 64b. 

In the examples shown in FIGs. 10 to 16, a flow 
preventing wall 70 is formed inside the sealing glass area 60 so 
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that they are in intimate contact. The flow preventing wall 70 
is composed of: a pair of vertical walls 71 extending along the 
vertical sealing areas 61; and a pair of horizontal walls 72 
extending along the horizontal sealing areas 62. The air vents 
21a and 21b are adjacent to the flow preventing wall 70 inside. 
Note that in the example shown in FIG. 12, only horizontal walls 
72 are formed. 

The flow preventing wall 70 is made of the same 
material, with the same shape as the partition walls 24. As a 
result, they can be manufactured in the same process. 

The flow preventing wall 70 prevents the sealing glass 
of the sealing glass area 60 from flowing into the display area 
located at the center of the panel when the sealing glass area 

60 is softened by heat. 

In the example shown in FIG. 10, as in the case shown 
in FIG. 8, each of the gaps 63a and 63b has greater width than 
each of the gaps 64a and 64b between the vertical sealing area 

61 and the adjacent partition wall 24 (so that Dl, D2 > dl, d2 
is satisfied) , providing the same effects as the case shown in 
FIG. 8. 

In the example shown in FIG. 11, partitions 73a and 
73b are formed respectively around the center of the gaps 64a 
and 64b between the vertical walls 71 and the adjacent partition 
walls 24. The minimum widths dl and d2 of the gaps 64a and 64b 
are each 0 around the center, like the case shown in FIG. 9. 



Therefore, this case also provides the same effects as the case 
shown in FIG. 9. 

In the example shown in FIG. 12, the center part of 
the vertical sealing area 61 is connected to the adjacent 
partition wall 24. The minimum widths dl and d2 of the gaps 64a 
and 64b are each 0 around the center, like the case shown in 
FIG. 9. Therefore, this case also provides the same effects as 
the case shown in FIG. 9. 

In the example shown in FIG. 13, the air vents 21a and 
21b are formed at the center of the gaps 64a and 64b between the 
vertical walls 71 and the adjacent partition walls 24, not at 
diagonal positions. In addition, partitions 73a and 73b are 
formed respectively at the edges of gaps 64a and 64b. 
Therefore, this case provides the same effects as the case shown 
in FIG. 11. 

In the example shown in FIG. 14, two air vents 21a as 
inlets of gas and two air vents 21b as outlets of gas are 
formed, and a central partition wall 27 among the partition 
walls 24 is extended to connect to the horizontal walls 72 at 
both ends. Otherwise, the panel is almost the same as that 
shown in FIG. 11. In this case, dry air flows in each of the 
areas separated by the central partition wall 27. However, 
since each of the gaps 63a and 63b has greater width than each 
of the gaps 64a and 64b, this case also provides the same 
effects as the case shown in FIG. 11. Further, in the example 



shown in FIG. 14, it is possible to adjust the flow rate of the 
dry air for each of the areas separated by the central partition 
wall 27. 

Variations of the Present Embodiment 

In the present embodiment, as in Embodiment 1, it is 
desirable that the partial pressure of the steam vapor is 15Torr 
or less (or the dew-point temperature of the dry air is 20°C or 
lower) , and the same effect can be obtained by flowing, instead 
of the dry air, an inert gas such as nitrogen which does not 
react with the flourescent substance layer and whose partial 
pressure of the steam vapor is low. 

The present embodiment describes the case in which 
partition walls are formed on the back panel. However, 
partition walls may be formed on the front panel in the same 
way, gaining the same effects. 
Example 2 
<Table 2> 
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The panel 6 is a PDP manufactured based on FIG. 10 of 
the present embodiment in which the partial pressure of the 
steam vapor in the dry air flown during the bonding process is 
set to 2Torr (the dew-point temperature of the dry air is set to 
-10) . 

The panel 7 is a PDP manufactured partially based on 
FIG. 15 of the present embodiment in which each of the gaps 63a 
and 63b has less width than each of the gaps 64a and 64b between 
the vertical sealing area 61 and the adjacent partition wall 24 
(so that Dl, D2 < dl, d2 is satisfied) . Otherwise, the panel is 
manufactured based on FIG. 10. When the panel 7 is 
manufactured, panels are bonded together in the same conditions 
as the panel 6. 

The panel 8 is a PDP manufactured for comparison. The 
panel 8 has one air vent 21a on the back panel 20, as shown in 
FIG. 16. During the bonding process, the front panel 10 and the 
back panel 20 were heated to bond together without flowing the 
dry air after they were put together. 

The panels 6 to 8 were manufactured under the same 
conditions except the bonding process. The panels 6 to 8 have 
the same panel construction except the air vents and flow 
preventing walls. In each of the PDPs 6 to 8, the thickness of 
the flourescent substance layer is 20 £fm, and the discharge gas, 
Ne (95%) -Xe (5%) , was charged with the charging pressure 
SOOTorr. 



Test for Light Emitting Characteristics 

For each of the PDPs 6 to 8, the panel luminance and 
the color temperature in the white balance without color 
correction, and the ratio of the peak intensity of the spectrum 
of light emitted from the blue cells to that of the green cells 
were measured as the light emitting characteristics. 

The results of this test are shown in Table 2. 

Each of the manufactured PDPs was disassembled and 
vacuum ultraviolet rays were radiated onto the blue fluorescent 
substance layers of the back panel using a krypton excimer lamp. 
The color temperature when light was emitted from all of the 
blue, red, and green cells, and the ratio of the peak intensity 
of the spectrum of light emitted from the blue cells to that of 
the green cells were then measured. The results were the same 
as the above ones. 

The blue fluorescent substances were then taken out 
from the panel. The number of molecules contained in one gram 
of H 2 0 gas desorbed from the blue fluorescent substances was 
measured using the TDS analysis method. Also, the ratio of c- 
axis length to a-axis length of the blue fluorescent substance 
crystal was measured by the X-ray analysis. The results are 
also shown in Table 2 . 
Study 

By studying the results shown in Table 2, it is noted 
that the panel 6 of the present embodiment shows the best light 



emitting characteristics among the three panels. The light 
emitting characteristics of the panel 6 are better than those of 
the panel 7. This is considered to be achieved for the 
following reasons: during the bonding process of the panel 6, 
the dry air steadily flow through the gap between partition 
walls and the generated gas is effectively exhausted, while 
during the bonding process of the panel 7, almost all the dry 
air guided into the inside through the air vent 21a is exhausted 
to the outside through the air vent 21b after passing through 
the gaps 63a and 63b; and in the case of panel 7, since a small 
amount of the dry gas flows through the gap 65 between the 
partition walls, the gas generated in the gap 65 is not 
effectively exhausted. 

The light emitting characteristics of the panel 8 are 
inferior to the others. This is also considered to be caused 
because the gas generated in the gap 65 is not effectively 
exhausted since a small amount of the dry gas flows through the 
gap 65 between the partition walls. 

The PDPs in the present example are manufactured based 
on FIG. 10. However, it has been confirmed that PDPs 
manufactured based on FlGs. 10 to 16 show similarly excellent 
light-emitting characteristics. 
<Embodiment 3> 

The PDP of the present embodiment has the same 
construction as that of Embodiment 1. 



The manufacturing method of the PDP is also the same 
as Embodiment 1 except: when the front panel 10 and the back 
panel 20 are bonded together in the bonding process, the panels 
are heated while the dry air is flown by adjusting the pressure 
of the inner space to be lower than atmospheric pressure. 

In the present embodiment, first the sealing glass 
frit is applied onto one or both of the front panel 10 and back 
panel 20. The applied sealing glass frit is baked temporarily. 
The panels 10 and 20 are then put together and placed in the 
heating furnace 51 of the heating-f or-sealing apparatus 50. 
Pipes 52a and 52b are respectively connected to the glass pipes 
26a and 26b. The pressure of the inner space between panels is 
reduced by exhausting air from the space through the pipe 52b 
using the vacuum pump 54. At the same time, the dry air is 
supplied from the gas supply source 53 into the inner space 
through the pipe 52a at a certain flow rate. In doing so, 
adjusting valves 55a and 55b are adjusted to keep the pressure 
of the inner space lower than atmospheric pressure. 

As described above, as the panels 10 and 20 are heated 
for 30 minutes at the sealing temperature (peak temperature is 
450°C) while supplying the dry air into the inner space between 
panels under a reduced pressure, the sealing glass layer 15 is 
softened and the panels 10 and 20 are bonded together by the 
softened sealing glass. 

The bonded panels are baked (for three hours at 350°C) 
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while air is exhausted from the inner space between the panels 
to produce a vacuum. The discharge gas with the above 
composition is then charged into the space at a certain pressure 
to complete the PDP. 
Effects of the Present Embodiment 

During the bonding process of the present embodiment, 
the panels are bonded together while dry gas is flown into the 
inner space between panels, as in Embodiment 1. Therefore, as 
described above, the degradation of the flourescent substance 
caused by contacting with the steam vapor is restricted. 

It is desirable, as in Embodiment 1, that the partial 
pressure of the steam vapor in the dry air is 15Torr or less. 
The effect of restricting the degradation becomes more 
remarkable as the partial pressure of the steam vapor is set to 
a lower value like lOTorr or less, 5Torr or less, ITorr or less, 
O.lTorr or less. It is desirable that the dew-point temperature 
of the dry gas is set to 20°C or lower, more desirably, to a 
lower value like 0°C or lower, -20°C or lower, -40°C or lower. 

Further, in the present embodiment, the steam vapor 
generated in the inner space is more effectively exhausted to 
the outside than in Embodiment 1 since the panels are bonded 
together while the pressure of the inner space is kept to be 
lower than atmospheric pressure. The bonded panels 10 and 20 
are in intimate contact since the inner space between panels 
does not expand during the bonding process since dry air is 



supplied into the space while the pressure of the inner space is 
kept to be lower than atmospheric pressure* 

The lower the pressure of the inner space is, the more 
easily the partial pressure of the steam vapor is adjusted to be 
low. This is desirable in terms of bonding the panels to be in 
intimate contact. Therefore, it is desirable to set the 
pressure of the inner space between panels to 500Torr or lower, 
more desirably to 300Torr or lower. 

On the other hand, when the dry gas is supplied to the 
inner space between panels whose pressure is extremely low, the 
partial pressure of oxygen in the atmospheric gas becomes low. 
For this reason, oxide flourescent substances such as 
BaMgAl 10 O 17 : Eu, Zr^SiC^ : Mn, and (Y 2 0 3 : Eu which are often used 
for PDPs cause defects like oxygen defects when heated in the 
atmosphere of non oxygen. This causes the light-emitting 
efficiency to be likely to decrease. Accordingly, from this 
point of view, it is desirable to set the pressure of the inner 
space to 300Torr or higher. 
Variations of the Present Embodiment 

In the present embodiment, dry air is supplied as the 
atmospheric gas into the inner space between the panels in the 
bonding process. However, the same effect can be obtained by 
flowing, instead of the dry air, an inert gas such as nitrogen 
which does not react with the flourescent substance layer and 
whose partial pressure of the steam vapor is low. It should be 
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noted here that it is desirable to supply an atmospheric gas 
including oxygen in terms of restricting the degradation of the 
luminance . 

In the present embodiment, the pressure of the inner 
5 space is reduced even when the temperature is too low to soften 
the sealing glass. In this case, however, gas may be flown into 
the inner space from the heating furnace 51 through gaps between 
the front panel 10 and back panel 20. As a result, it is 
desirable to supply or charge dry air to the heating furnace 
Mo 51. 

Alternatively, to prevent gas from flowing from the 
C heating furnace 51 to the inner space between panels, the 
4S pressure of the inner space may be kept near atmospheric 
H pressure by not exhausting the dry gas from the inner space when 
D 15 the temperature is still low and the sealing glass has not been 
% softened, then the dry gas may be forcibly exhausted from the 
inner space after the temperature rises to a certain degree or 
more to reduce the pressure of the inner space to be lower than 
atmospheric pressure. In this case, it is desirable that the 
20 temperature at which the dry gas is forcibly exhausted is set to 
a degree at which the sealing glass begins to be softened, or 
higher. In this respect, it is preferable that the temperature 
at which the dry gas is forcibly exhausted is set to 300°C or 
higher, more preferably to 350°C or higher, and even more 
25 preferably to 400°C or higher. 
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The present embodiment describes the case in which 
during the bonding process, the panels 10 and 20 are heated 
while supplying the dry air into the inner space under a reduced 
pressure. However, the process of baking the fluorescent 
substances or temporarily baking the sealing glass frit may be 
performed in the atmosphere in which dry air is supplied under 
a reduced pressure. This provides a similar effect. 

The application of the panel structure described in 
Embodiment 2 to the present embodiment produces further 
effects . 
Example 3 
<Table 3> 
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Table 3 shows various conditions in which panels are 
bonded for respective PDPs which includes PDPs based on the 
present embodiment and PDPs for comparison. 

The panels 11 to 21 are PDPs manufactured based on the 
present embodiment. The panels 11 to 21 have been manufactured 
in different conditions of: the partial pressure of the steam 
vapor in the dry gas flown into the inner space between panels 
during the bonding process; the gas pressure in the inner space 
between panels; the temperature at which the pressure of the 
inner space starts to be reduced to be lower than atmospheric 
pressure; and the type of the dry gas. 

The panel 22 is a PDP manufactured based on Embodiment 
1 in which the dry gas is supplied to the inner space , but gas 
is not forcibly exhausted from the space during the bonding 
process . 

The panel 23 is a PDP manufactured for comparison. 
The panel 23 was manufactured based on a conventional method 
without supplying the dry air to the inner space between 
panels . 

In each of the PDPs 11 to 23, the thickness of the 
flourescent substance layer is 30 jum, and the discharge gas, 
Ne (95%) -Xe (5%) , was charged with the charging pressure 
SOOTorr . 

Test for Light Emitting Characteristics 

For each of the PDPs 11 to 23, the relative light- 



emitting intensity of the emitted blue light, the chromaticity 
coordinate y of the emitted blue light, the peak wavelength of 
the emitted blue light, . the color temperature in the white 
balance without color correction, and the ratio of the peak 
intensity of the spectrum of light emitted from the blue cells 
to that of the green cells were measured as the light emitting 
characteristics . 

Of the above charracteristics, the relative light- 
emitting intensity of blue light, the chromaticity coordinate y 
of blue light, and the color temperature in the white balance 
without color correction were measured with the same method as 
Embodiment 1. The peak wavelength of the emitted blue light was 
measured by illuminating only the blue cells and measuring the 
emission spectrum of the emitted blue light. The results of 
this test are shown in Table 3. 

Note that the relative light-emitting intensity values 

for blue light shown in Table 3 are relative values when the 

* 

measured light-emitting intensity of the panel 23, a comparative 
example, is set to 100 as the standard value. 

Each of the manufactured PDPs was disassembled and 
vacuum ultraviolet rays were radiated onto the blue fluorescent 
substance layers of the back panel using a krypton excimer lamp. 
The chromaticity coordinate y of blue light, the color 
temperature when light was emitted from all of the blue, red, 
and green cells, and the ratio of the peak intensity of the 
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spectrum of light emitted from the blue cells to that of the 
green cells were then measured. The results were the same as 
the above ones. 

The blue fluorescent substances were then taken out 
from the panel. The number of molecules contained in one gram 
of H 2 0 gas desorbed from the blue fluorescent substances was 
measured using the TDS analysis method. Also, the ratio of c- 
axis length to a-axis length of the blue fluorescent substance 
crystal was measured by the X-ray analysis. The results are 
also shown in Table 3. 
Study 

By studying the results shown in Table 3, it is noted 
that the panels 11 to 21 of the present embodiment have light 
emitting characteristics superior to those of the comparative 
example (panel 23) {with higher light-emitting intensity of blue 
light and higher color temperature in the white balance) . 

The panels 14 and 22 have the same values for the 
light emitting characteristics. This shows that the same 
effects (light emitting characteristics) are gained if the 
partial pressure of the steam vapor in the dry air flowing in 
the inner space is the same, regardless whether the pressure of 
the inner space is equivalent to or lower than the atmospheric 
pressure . 

However, among the samples of the panel 22, some 
samples were observed to have gaps between the partition walls 
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and the front panel. This is considered to be because the inner 
space expanded a little due to the dry gas supplied during the 
bonding process. 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 11 to 14, it is noted that the light-emitting intensity 
of blue light increases and the chromaticity coordinate y of the 
emitted blue light decreases in the order of the panel 11, 12, 
13, 14. This shows that the light-emitting intensity of emitted 
blue light increases and the chromaticity coordinate y of the 
emitted blue light decreases as the partial pressure of the 
steam vapor in the dry air decreases. This is considered to be 
because the degradation of the blue flourescent substance is 
prevented by reducing the partial pressure of the steam vapor. 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 14 to 16, it is noted that the panels have the same 
values for the chromaticity coordinate y of the emitted blue 
light. This shows that the chromaticity coordinate y of the 
emitted blue light is not affected by the pressure of the inner 
space between panels. It is also noted that the relative light- 
emitting intensity for blue light decreases in the order of the 
panel 14, 15, 16. This shows that the light-emitting intensity 
of emitted blue light decreases as the partial pressure of 
oxygen in the atmospheric gas decreases and defects like oxygen 
defects are generated in the flourescent substance. 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
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panels 14, 20, and 21, it is noted that the panels have the same 
values for the chromaticity coordinate y of the emitted blue 
light. This shows that the chromaticity coordinate y of the 
emitted blue light is not affected by the type of the dry gas 
flown into the inner space between panels. It is also noted 
that the relative light-emitting intensity for blue light of the 
panels 20 and 21 is lower than that of the panel 14. This shows 
that the light-emitting intensity of emitted blue light 
decreases since defects like oxygen defects are generated in the 
flourescent substance when a gas such as nitrogen or Ne(95%)- 
Xe{5%) that does not contain oxygen is used as the dry gas. 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 14 and 17 to 19, it is noted that the light-emitting 
intensity of blue light increases and the chromaticity 
coordinate y of the emitted blue light decreases in the order of 
the panel 17, 18, 14, 19. This shows that the light-emitting 
intensity of emitted blue light increases and the chromaticity 
coordinate y of the emitted blue light decreases as the 
temperature at which gas starts to be exhausted from the inner 
space to reduce the pressure of the inner space to be lower than 
atmospheric pressure is set to a higher degree. This is 
considered to be because setting the exhaust start temperature 
to a higher degree prevents the atmospheric gas around the panel 
from flowing into the inner space between panels. 

By focusing attention on the relationships between the 

56 

» 



chromaticity coordinate y of the emitted blue light and the peak 
wavelength of the emitted blue light for each panel provided in 
Table 3, it is noted that the peak wavelength is shorter as the 
chromaticity coordinate y is smaller. This shows that they are 
proportional to each other. 
<Embodiment 4> 

The PDP of the present embodiment has the same 
construction as that of Embodiment 1. 

The manufacturing method of the PDP is the same as 
conventional methods up to the bonding process (i.e., during the 
bonding process, the front panel 10 and the back panel 20 put 
together are heated without the supply of dry air into the inner 
space between the panels) . However, in the exhausting process, 
panels are heated while dry gas is supplied into the inner space 
between the panels (hereinafter, this process is also referred 
to as a dry gas process) before gas is exhausted to produce a 
vacuum (vacuum exhausting process) . This restores the light- 
emitting characteristics of the blue fluorescent substance layer 
to the level before they are degraded through the bonding 
process or earlier. 

The following are description of the exhausting 
process of the present embodiment. 

In the exhausting process of the present embodiment, 
the heating-for-sealing apparatus shown in FIG. 4 is used, and 
FIG. 4 will be referred to in the description. 



The glass pipes 26a and 26b are respectively attached 
to the air vents 21a and 21b of the back panel 20 in advance. 
Pipes 52a and 52b are are respectively connected to the glass 
pipes 2 6a and 26b. Gas is exhausted from the inner space 
between panels through the pipe 52b using the vacuum pump 54 to 
temporarily evacuate the inner space. Dry air is then supplied 
to the inner space at a certain flow rate through the pipe 52a 
without using the vacuum pump 54. This allows the dry air to 
flow through the inner space between the panels 10 and 20. The 
dry air is exhausted to the outside through the pipe 52b. 

The panels 10 and 20 are heated to a certain 
temperature while the dry air is supplied to the inner space. 

The supply of the dry air is then stopped. After 
this, the air is exhausted from the inner space between panels 
using the vacuum pump 54 while keeping the temperature at a 
certain degree to exhaust the gas held by adsorption in the 
inner space . 

The PDP is completed after the discharge gas is 
charged into the cells after the exhausting process. 
Effects of the Present Embodiment 

The exhausting process of the present embodiment has 
the effect of preventing the degradation of the fluorescent 
substance layer from occurring during the process. 

The exhausting process also has the effect of 
restoring the light-emitting characteristics of fluorescent 

58 



substance layers (especially of the blue fluorescent substance 
layer) to the level before they are degraded through the earlier 
processes. The fluorescent substance layers (especially the 
blue fluorescent substance layer) are susceptible to degradation 
by heat during the flourescent substance layer baking process, 
temporary baking process, and bonding process. The exhausting 
process of the present embodiment recovers the light-emitting 
characteristics of fluorescent substance layers if they have 
been degraded during the above processes. 

The reason for the above effects is thought to be as 

follows . 

When the panels bonded together during the bonding 
process are heated, gas (especially steam vapor) is released in 
the inner space between the panels. For example, when the 
bonded panels are left in air, water is held by adsorption in 
the inner space. Therefore, steam vapor is released in the 
space between panels when the panels in this state are heated. 
According to the exhausting process of the present embodiment, 
such steam vapor is effectively exhausted to the outside since 
dry gas is flown through the inner space while the panels are 
heated before the vacuum exhausting process is started. 
Accordingly, compared with conventional exhausting processes in 
which gas is simply exhausted without supplying dry gas, the 
fluorescent substance is less degraded by heat during the 
exhausting process of the present embodiment. 



It is also thought that the light-emitting 
characteristics are recovered since the gas exhausting process 
using the dry gas causes a reverse reaction to the degradation 
by heat to occur* 

As apparent from the above description, the present 
embodiment provides a practically great effect that the once- 
degraded light-emitting characteristics of the blue fluorescent 
substance can be recovered in the exhausting process, the last 
heat process. 

To enhance the effect of recovering the once-degraded 
light-emitting characteristics of the blue fluorescent 
substance, it is desired that the following conditions are 
satisfied. 

The higher the peak temperature (i.e., the higher of: 
the temperature at which panels are heated while dry gas is 
supplied; and the temperature at which gas is exhausted to 
produce a vacuum) in the exhausting process is, the greater the 
effect of recovering the once-degraded light-emitting 
characteristics . 

To obtain the effect sufficiently, it is preferable 
to set the peak temperature to 300°C or higher, more preferably 
to higher degrees such as 360°C or higher, 380°C or higher, and 
400°C or higher. However, the temperature should not be set to 
such a high degree as softens the sealing glass to flow. 

It is also preferable that the temperature at which 
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panels are heated while dry gas is supplied is set to be higher 
than the temperature at which gas is exhausted to produce a 
vacuum. This is because when the temperatures are set 
reversely, the effect is reduced by the gas (especially steam 
vapor) released from the panels into the inner space during the 
vacuum exhausting process; and when the temperatures are set as 
described above, the effect is obtained since the gas is 
released less from the panels into the inner space during the 
vacuum exhausting process than the former case. 

It is preferred that the partial pressure of the steam 
vapor in the supplied dry gas is set to as low a value as 
possible. This is because the effect of recovering the once- 
degraded light-emitting characteristics of the blue fluorescent 
substance increases as the partial pressure of the steam vapor 
in the dry gas becomes low, though compared to conventional 
vacuum exhausting processes, the effect is remarkable when the 
partial pressure of the steam vapor is ISTorr or lower. 

The following experiment also shows that it is 
possible to recover the once-degraded light-emitting 
characteristics of the blue fluorescent substance. 

FIGs . 17 and 18 shows the characteristic of how the 
effect of recovering the once-degraded light-emitting 
characteristics depends on the partial pressure of steam vapor, 
where the blue flourescent substance layer (BaMgAl 10 O 17 : Eu) is 
once degraded then baked again in air. The measurement method 
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is shown below. 

The blue flourescent substance ( chromatid ty 
coordinate y is 0.052) was baked (for 20 minutes at peak 
temperature 450°C) in air whose partial pressure of steam vapor 
was 30Torr so that the blue flourescent substance was degraded 
by heat. In the degraded blue flourescent substance, the 
chromaticity coordinate y was 0.092, and the relative light- 
emitting intensity (a value when the light-emitting intensity of 
the blue flourescent substance measured before it is baked is 
set to 100 as the standard value) was 85. 

The degraded blue flourescent substance was baked 
again at certain peak temperatures (350°C and 450°C, maintained 
for 30 minutes) in air with different partial pressures of 
stream vapor. The relative light-emitting intensity and the 
chromaticity coordinate y of the re-baked blue flourescent 
substances were then measured. 

FIG. 17 shows relationships between the partial 
pressure of steam vapor in air at the re-baking and the relative 
light-emitting intensity measured after the re-baking. FIG. 18 
shows relationships between the partial pressure of steam vapor 
in air at the re-baking and the chromaticity coordinate y 
measured after the re-baking. 

It is noted from FIGs. 17 and 18 that regardless of 
whether the re-baking temperature is 350°C or 450°C, the relative 
light-emitting intensity of blue light is high and the 
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chromaticity coordinate y of blue light is small when the 
partial pressure of steam vapor in air at the re-baking is in 
the range of OTorr to 30Torr. This shows that even if the 
flourescent substance is baked in an atmosphere including much 
steam vapor and the light-emitting characteristics are degraded, 
the light-emitting characteristics are recovered when the 
flourescent substance is baked again in an atmosphere whose 
partial pressure of steam vapor is low. That is, the results 
show that the degradation of the blue flourescent substance by 
heat is a reversible reaction. 

It is also noted from FIGs. 17 and 18 that the effect 
of recovering the once-degraded light-emitting characteristics 
increases as the partial pressure of steam vapor in air at the 
re-baking decreases or the re-baking temperature increases, 

A similar measurement was conducted for various 
periods during which the peak temperature is maintained, though 
the measurement is not detailed here. The results show that the 
effect of recovering the once-degraded light-emitting 
characteristics increases as the period during which the peak 
temperature is maintained increases. 
Variations of the Present Embodiment 

In the present embodiment, dry air is used when panels 
are heated in the exhausting process. However, inert gas such 
as nitrogen or argon can be used instead of the dry air and the 
same effects can be obtained. 



In the exhausting process of the present embodiment, 
panels are heated while dry air is supplied into the space 
between the panels before the vacuum exhausting starts. 
However, by setting the temperature during the vacuum exhausting 
process to a degree higher than the general degree (i.e., to 
360°C or higher), the light-emitting characteristics of the 
fluorescent substance can be recovered to a certain extent by 
performing only the vacuum exhausting process. Also in this 
case, the higher the exhausting temperature is, the greater the 
effect of recovering the light-emitting characteristics is. 

however, the exhausting process of the present 
embodiment has greater effect of recovering the light-emitting 
characteristics than the above variation. It is thought this is 
because in case of the above variation, a sufficient amount of 
steam vapor is not exhausted to outside the panels in the vacuum 
exhausting process since the inner space between panels is 
small . 

It is expected that application of the panel 
construction described in Embodiment 2 to the present embodiment 
will enhance the effect of exhausting gas when panels are heated 
while dry gas is supplied. 
Example 4 
<Table 4> 
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The panels 21 to 29 are PDPs manufactured based on the 
present embodiment . The panels 21 to 29 have been manufactured 
at different heating or exhausting temperatures when panels are 
heated while dry gas is supplied into the inner space. In this 
process, a certain heating temperature was maintained for 30 
minutes while dry gas was supplied into the inner space, then in 
the next vacuum exhausting process, a certain exhausting 
temperature was maintained for two hours • 

The panels 30 to 32 are PDPs manufactured based on the 
variation of the present embodiment. The panels 30 to 32 have 
been manufactured without the dry gas process, performing the 
vacuum exhausting process at 360°C or higher. 

The panel 33 is a PDP manufactured based on a 
conventional method. The panel 33 was manufactured without the 
dry gas process, performing the vacuum exhausting process at 
350°C for two hours. 

In each of the PDPs 21 to 33, the thickness of the 
flourescent substance layer is 30 jum, and the discharge gas, 
Ne (95%) -Xe (5%) , was charged with the charging pressure 
SOOTorr . 

Test for Light Emitting Characteristics 

For each of the PDPs 21 to 33, the relative light- 
emitting intensity of blue light and the chromaticity coordinate 
y of blue light were measured as the light emitting 
characteristics . 



<Test Results and Study> 

The results of this test are shown in Table 4. Note 
that the relative light-emitting intensity values for blue light 
shown in Table 4 are relative values when the measured light- 
emitting intensity of the comparative panel 33 is set to 100 as 
the standard value. 

As noted from Table 4, each of the panels 21 to 28 has 
higher light-emitting intensity and smaller chromaticity 
coordinate y than the panel 33. This shows that the light- 
emitting characteristics of PDPs are improved by adopting the 
exhausting process of the present embodiment when manufacturing 
PDPs* 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 21 to 24, it is noted that the light-emitting 
characteristics are improved in the order of panels 21, 22, 23 
and 24 (the light-emitting intensity increases and the 
chromaticity coordinate y decreases) . This shows that the 
higher a degree the heating temperature of the dry gas process 
is set to, the greater the effect of recovering the light- 
emitting characteristics of the blue fluorescent substance layer 
is • 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 24 to 26, it is noted that the light-emitting 
characteristics are improved in the order of panels 26, 25, and 
24. This shows that the higher a degree the heating temperature 



of the dry gas process is set to than the exhausting temperature 
of the vacuum exhausting process, the greater the effect of 
recovering the light-emitting characteristics of the blue 
fluorescent substance layer is. 
5 By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 

panels 24, and 27 to 29, it is noted that the light-emitting 
characteristics are improved in the order of panels 27, 28, 24, 
and 29, This shows that the smaller a value the partial 
pressure of steam vapor of the dry gas process is set to, the 
©io greater the effect of recovering the light-emitting 
■M characteristics of the blue fluorescent substance layer is. 
f\ Each of the panels 30 to 32 has higher light-emitting 

^ intensity and smaller chromaticity coordinate y than the panel 

% 

ki 33. This shows that the light-emitting characteristics of PDPs 

Si 15 are improved by adopting the exhausting process that is the 
Q variation of the present embodiment in manufacturing PDPs. 

Each of the panels 30 to 32 has lower light-emitting 
characteristics than the panel 21. This shows that the effect 
of recovering the light-emitting characteristics of the blue 
20 fluorescent substance layer is greater when the dry gas process 
of the present embodiment is adopted. 
<Embodiment 5> 

The PDP of the present embodiment has the same 
construction as that of Embodiment 1. 
•25 The manufacturing method of the PDP of the present 
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embodiment is the same as Embodiment 1 up to the temporary 
baking process. However, in the bonding process, panels are 
preparatively heated while space is made between the facing 
sides of the panels, then the heated panels, are put together and 
bonded together. 

In the PDP of the present embodiment, the chromaticity 
coordinate y of the light emitted from blue cells when light is 
emitted from only blue cells is 0.08 or less, the peak 
wavelength of the spectrum of the emitted light is 455nm or 
less, and the color temperature is 7,000K or more in the white 
balance without color correction. Further, it is possible to 
increase the color temperature in the white balance without 
color correction to about 11,000k depending on the manufacturing 
conditions by setting the chromaticity coordinate y of blue 
light to 0.06 or less. 

Now, the bonding process of the present embodiment 
will be described in detail. 

FIG. 19 shows the construction of a bonding apparatus 
used in the bonding process. 

The bonding apparatus 80 includes a heating furnace 
81 for heating the front panel 10 and the back panel 20, a gas 
supply valve 82 for adjusting the amount of atmospheric gas 
supplied into the heating furnace 81, a gas exhaust valve 83 for 
adjusting the amount of the gas exhausted from the heating 
furnace 81. 
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The inside of the heating furnace 81 can be heated to 
a high temperature by a heater (not illustrated) • An 
atmospheric gas (e.g., dry air) can be supplied into the heating 
furnace 81 through the gas supply valve 82, the atmospheric gas 
forming the atmosphere in which the panels are heated. The gas 
can be exhausted from the heating furnace 81 through the gas 
exhaust valve 83 using a vacuum pump (not illustrated) to 
produce a vacuum in the heating furnace 81. The degree of 
vacuum in the heating furnace 81 can be adjusted with the gas 
supply valve 82 and the gas exhaust valve 83. 

A dryer (not illustrated) is formed in the middle of 
the heating furnace 81 and an atmospheric gas supply source. 
The dryer cools the atmospheric gas (to minus several tens 
degree) to remove the water in the atmospheric gas by condensing 
water in the gas. The atmospheric gas is sent to the heating 
furnace 81 via the dryer so that the amount of steam vapor 
(partial pressure of steam vapor) in the atmospheric gas is 
reduced. 

A base 84 is formed in the heating furnace 81. On the 
base 84, the front panei 10 and the back panel 20 are laid. 
Slide pins 85 for moving the back panel 20 to positions parallel 
to itself are formed on the base 84. Above the base 84, 
pressing mechanisms 86 for pressing the back panel 20 downwards 
are formed. 

FIG. 20 is a perspective diagram showing the inner 



construction of the heating furnace 81. 

In FIGs. 19 and 20, the back panel 20 is placed so 
that the length of the partition walls is represented as a 
horizontal line. 

As shown in FIGs. 19 and 20, the length of the back 
panel 20 is greater than that of the front panel 10, both edges 
of the back panel 20 extending off the front panel 10. Note 
that the extended parts of the back panel 20 are provided with 
leads which connect the address electrodes 22 to the activating 
circuit. The slide pins 85 and the pressing mechanisms 86 are 
positioned at the four corners of the back panel 20, sandwiching 
the extended parts of the back panel 20 in between. 

The four slide pins 85 protrude from the base 84 and 
can be simultaneously moved upwards and downwards by a pin 
hoisting and lowering mechanism (not illustrated) . 

Each of the four pressing mechanisms 86 is composed 
of a cylindrical-shaped supporter 86a fixed on the ceiling of 
the heating furnace 81, a slide rod 86b which can move upwards 
and downwards inside the supporter 8 6a, and a spring 86c which 
adds pressure on the slide rod 86b downwards inside the 
supporter 86a. With the pressure given to the slide rod 86b, 
the back panel 20 is pressed downwards by the slide rod 8 6b. 

FIGs. 21A to 21C show operations of the bonding 
apparatus in the preparative heating process and the bonding 
process . 



The temporary baking, preparative heating, and bonding 
processes will be described with reference to FIGs. 21A to 
21C. 

Temporary Baking Process 

A paste made of a sealing glass (glass frit) is 
applied to one of: the outer region of the front panel 10 on a 
side facing the back panel 20; the outer region of the back 
panel 20 on a side facing the front panel 10; and the outer 
region of the front panel 10 and the back panel 20 on sides that 
face each other. The panels with the paste are temporarily 
baked for 10 to 30 minutes at around 350°C to form the sealing 
glass layers 15. Note that in the drawing, the sealing glass 
layers 15 are formed on the front panel 10. 
Preparative Heating Process 

First, the front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are 
put together after positioned properly. The panels are then 
laid on the base 84 at a fixed position. The pressing 
mechanisms 86 are then set to press the back panel 20 (FIG. 
21A) . 

The atmospheric gas (dry air) is then circulated in 
the heating furnace 81 (or, at the same time, gas is exhausted 
through the gas exhaust valve 83 to produce a vacuum) while the 
following operations are performed. 

The slide pins 85 are hoisted to move the back panel 
20 to a position parallel to itself (FIG. 21B) . This broadens 
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the space between the front panel 10 and the back panel 20, and 
the fluorescent substance layers 25 on the back panel 20 are 
exposed to the large space in the heating furnace 81. 

The heating furnace 81 in the above state is heated 
to let the panels release gas. The preparative heating process 
ends when a preset temperature (e.g., 400°C) has been reached. 
Bonding Process 

The slide pins 85 are lowered to put the front and 
back panels together again. That is, the back panel 20 is reset 
to its proper position on the front panel 10 (FIG. 21C) . 

When the inside of the heating furnace 81 has reached 
a certain bonding temperature (around 450°C) higher than the 
softening point of the sealing glass layers 15, the bonding 
temperature is maintained for 10 to 20 minutes. During this 
period, the outer regions of the front panel 10 and the back 
panel 20 are bonded together by the softened sealing glass. 
Since the back panel 20 is pressed onto the front panel 10 by 
the pressing mechanisms 86 during this bonding period, the 
panels are bonded with high stability. 

After the bonding is complete, the pressing mechanisms 
86 are released and the bonded panels are removed. 

The exhausting process is performed after the bonding 
process is performed as above. 

In the present embodiment, as shown in FIGs. 19 and 
20, an air vent 21a is formed on the outer region of the back 



panel 20. The gas exhaust is performed using a vacuum pump (not 
illustrated) connected to a glass pipe 26 which is attached to 
the air vent 21a. After the exhausting process, the discharge 
gas is charged into the inner space between the panels through 
the glass pipe 26. The PDP is then complete after the air vent 
21a is plugged and the glass pipe 2 6 is cut away. 
Effects of the Manufacturing Method Shown in the Present 
Embodiment 

The manufacturing method of the present embodiment has 
the following effects which are not obtained from the 
conventional methods . 

As explained in Embodiment 1, with the conventional 
methods, the flourescent substance layers 25 contacting the 
inner space between the panels are tend to be degraded by the 
heat and the gases confined in the space (among the gases, 
especially by the steam vapor released from the protecting layer 
14) . The degradation of the flourescent substance layers causes 
the light-emitting intensity of the layers to decrease 
(especially the blue flourescent substance layer) . 

According to the method shown in the present 
embodiment, though gases like steam vapor held by adsorption on 
the front and back panels are released during the preparative 
heating process, the gases are not confined in the inner space 
since the panels are separated with broad space in between. 
Further, since the panels are heated to be bonded together 
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immediately after the preparative heating, water and the like 
are not held by adsorption on the panels after the preparative 
heating. Therefore, less gas is released from the panels 10 and 
20 during the bonding process, preventing the fluorescent 
substance layer 25 from degrading by heat. 

Further, in the present embodiment, the preparative 
heating process through the bonding process are performed in the 
atmosphere in which dry air is circulated. Therefore, there is 
no degradation of the fluorescent substance layer 25 by heat and 
the steam vapor included in the atmospheric gas. 

Another advantage of the present embodiment is that 
since the preparative heating process and the bonding process 
are consecutively performed in the same heating furnace 81, the 
processes can be performed speedily, consuming less energy* 

Also, by using the bonding apparatus with the above 
construction, it is possible to bond the front panel 10 and the 
back panel 20 at a properly adjusted position. 

Studies on Temperature in Preparative Heating and Timing with 
which Panels are Put together 

It is considered to be desirable that the panels are 
heated to as high a temperature as possible in terms of 
preventing the fluorescent substance layer 25 from degrading by 
heat and the gases released from the panels when they are bonded 
(among the gases, especially by the steam vapor released from 
the protecting layer 14) . 

75 



The following experiments were conducted to study the 
problem in detail . 

The amount of steam vapor released from the MgO layer 
was measured using a TDS analysis apparatus over time while a 
glass substrate on which the MgO layer is formed as the front 
panel 10 is gradually heated at a constant heating speed* 

FIG . 22 shows the results of the experiment, or the 
measured amount of released steam vapor at each heating 
temperature up to 700°C. 

In FIG. 22, the first peak appears at around 200°C to 
300°C, and the second peak at around 450°C to 500°C. 

It is estimated from the results shown in FIG. 22 that 
a large amount of steam vapor is released at around 200°C to 
300°C and around 450°C to 500°C when the protecting layer 14 is 
gradually heated. 

Accordingly, to prevent the steam vapor released from 
the protecting layer 14 from being confined in the inner space 
when the panels are heated during the bonding process, it is 
considered that the separation of the panels should be 
maintained while they are heated at least until the temperature 
rises to around 200°C / preferably to around 300°C to 400°C. 

Also, the release of gas from the panels will be 
almost completely prevented if the panels are bonded together 
after they are heated to a temperature higher than around 450°C 
while they are separated. In this case, the change of panels 



over time after they are completed will also be prevented since 
the panels are bonded together with the fluorescent substance 
hardly degraded and with almost no chances that the steam vapor 
held by adsorption on the panels is gradually released during 
discharging. 

However, it is not preferable that this temperature 
exceeds 520°C since the fluorescent substance layer and the MgO 
protective layer are generally formed at the baking temperature 
of around 520°C. As a result, it is further preferable that the 
panels are bonded together after they are heated to around 450°C 
to 520°C. 

On the other hand, the sealing glass will flow out of 
the position if the panels are heated to a temperature exceeding 
the softening point of the sealing glass while they are 
separated. This may inhibit the panels from being bonded with 
high stability. 

From the view point of preventing the degradation of 
the fluorescent substance layer by the gases released from the 
panels and in terms of bonding the panels with high stability, 
the following conclusions (1) to (3) are reached. 
(1) It is desirable that the front and back panels are put 
together and bonded after heated to as high a temperature as 
possible under the softening point of the used sealing glass 
while the panels are separated from each other. 

Accordingly, when, for example, a conventionally used 
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general sealing glass with softening point of around 400 C is 
used, to reduce the bad effect of released gases on the 
fluorescent substance as much as possible while maintaining the 
stability of the bonding, the best bonding procedure will be to 
heat the front and back panels to near 400°C while separating 
them, then to put the panels together and heat them to a 
temperature exceeding the softening point to bond them 
together. 

(2) Here, use of a sealing glass with a higher softening point 
will increase the heating temperature and enhance the stability 
of bonding the panels. Accordingly, using such a high-softening 
point sealing glass to heat the front and back panels to near 
the softening point, then putting the panels together and heat 
them to a temperature exceeding the softening point to bond them 
together will further reduce the bad effect of released gases on 
the fluorescent substance while maintaining the stability of 
bonding panels. 

(3) On the other hand, it is possible to bond the panels with 
high stability even if they are heated, while they are 
separated, to a high temperature exceeding the softening point 
of the sealing glass if an arrangement is made so that the 
sealing glass layer formed on the outer region of the front or 
back panel does not flow out of the position even if it is 
softened. For example, a partition may be formed between the 
sealing glass application area and the display area at the outer 
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region of the front or back panel in order to prevent the 
softened sealing glass from flowing out to the display area. 

Accordingly, when the front and back panels are heated 
to a high temperature exceeding the softening point of the 
sealing glass after making such an arrangement for preventing 
the softened sealing glass from flowing out to the display area 
and then the panels are put together and bonded together, the 
bad effect of the released gases on the fluorescent substance 
can be reduced, with the stability in bonding panels being 
kept . 

In the above case, the front and back panels are 
bonded together directly at a high temperature without being put 
together first then being heated. As a result, release of gases 
from the panels after they are put together can almost 
completely be prevented. This enables the panels to be bonded 
together with almost no degradation of the fluorescent substance 
by heat. 

Study on Atmospheric Gas and Pressure 

It is desirable that a gas containing oxygen like air 
is used as the atmospheric gas circulated in the heating furnace 
81 during the bonding process. This is because, as described in 
Embodiment 1, oxide flourescent substances often used for PDPs 
tend to reduce the light-emitting characteristics when heated in 
the atmosphere of non oxygen. 

A certain degree of effect can be gained when outside 
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air is supplied as the atmospheric gas at normal pressure. 
However, to enhance the effect of preventing the flourescent 
substance from degrading, it is desirable to circulate dry gas 
like dry air in the heating furnace 81, or operate the heating 
furnace 81 while exhausting gas to produce a vacuum. 

The reason it is desirable to circulate dry gas is 
that there is no worrying that the fluorescent substance is 
degraded by heat and the steam vapor contained in the 
atmospheric gas. Also, it is desirable to exhaust gas from the 
heating furnace 81 to produce a vacuum. This is because gases 
(steam vapor and the like) released from the panels 10 and 20 as 
they are heated are effectively exhausted to outside. 

When dry gas is circulated as an atmospheric gas, the 
lower the partial pressure of steam vapor contained in the gas 
is, the more the blue fluorescent substance layer is prevented 
from being degraded by heat (see FIGs. 5 and 6 for the 
experiment results of Embodiment 1) . To obtain sufficient 
effect, it is desirable to set the partial pressure of the steam 
vapor to 15Torr or less. This effect becomes more remarkable as 
the partial pressure of the steam vapor is set to a lower value 
like lOTorr or less, 5Torr or less, lTorr or less, O.lTorr or 
less . 

Application of Sealing Glass 

In the bonding process, the sealing glass is typically 
applied to only one of the two panels (typically to the back 
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panel only) before the panels are put together. 

Meanwhile, in the present embodiment, the back panel 
20 is pressed onto the front panel 10 by the pressing mechanisms 
86 in the bonding apparatus 80. In this case, it is difficult 
to give such a strong pressure as is given by clamps. 

In such a case, when the sealing glass is applied only 
to the back panel, there is a possibility that the panels are 
not completely bonded if the congeniality between the sealing 
glass and the front panel is not good in relation to adhesion. 
This defect can be prevent if the sealing glass layer is formed 
on both the front and back panels. This will increase the 
manufacturing yield of PDPs. 

It should be noted here that the above method of 
forming the sealing glass layer on both the front and back 
panels is effective in increasing yields for the general bonding 
process in manufacturing PDPs. 
Variations of Present Embodiment 

In the present embodiment, the front panel 10 and the 
back panel 20 are put together after positioned properly before 
they are heated. The slide pins 85 are then hoisted to move the 
back panel 20 upwards and separate the panels. However, the 
panels 10 and 20 may be separated from each other by other 
ways . 

For example, FIG. 23 shows another way of lifting the 
back panel 20. In the drawing, the front panel 10 is enclosed 
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with a frame 87, where the front panel 10 fits into the frame 
87. The frame 87 can be moved upwards and downwards by rods 88 
which are attached to the frame 87 and slide vertically. With 
such an arrangement, the back panel 20 laid on the frame 87 can 
5 also be moved upwards and downwards to positions parallel to 
itself. That is, the back panel 20 is separated from the front 
panel 10 when the frame 87 is moved upwards, and the back panel 
20 is put together with the front panel 10 when the frame 87 is 

moved downwards . 

There is another difference between the two 
mechanisms. In the bonding apparatus 80, the back panel 20 is 
pressed onto the front panel 10 by the pressing mechanisms 86, 
while in the example shown in FIG. 23, a weight 89 is laid on 
the back panel 20 instead of the pressing mechanisms 86. In 
15 this variation method, when the frame 87 is moved downwards to 
the bottom, the weight 89 presses the back panel 20 onto the 
front panel 10 by gravitation. 

FIGs. 24A to 24C show operations performed during the 
bonding process in accordance with another variation method. 

In the example shown in FIGs. 24A to 24C, the back 
panel 20 is partially separated from the front panel 10 and 
restored to the initial position. 

On the base 84, as in the case shown in FIG. 20, four 
pins, or a pair of pins 85a and a pair of pins 85b are formed on 
25 the base 84 corresponding to the four corners of the back panel 
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20. However, the pins 85a corresponding to one side (in FIGs. 
24A to 24C, on the left-hand side) of the back panel 20, support 
the back panel 20 at their edges (e.g., the edge of the pin 85a 
formed in a spherical shape is fitted into a spherical pit 
formed on the back panel 20) , while the pins 85b corresponding 
to the other side (in FIGs. 24A to 24C, on the right-hand side) 
of the back panel 20 are movable upwards and downwards. 

The front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are put 
together and laid on the base 84 as shown in FIG. 24A. The back 
panel 20 is rotated about the edge of the pins 85a by moving the 
pins 85b upwards as shown in FIG. 24B. This partially separate 
the back panel 20 from the front panel 10. The back panel 20 is 
rotated in the reversed direction and restored to the initial 
position by moving the pins 85b downwards as shown in FIG. 24C. 
That is, the panels 10 and 20 are in the same position as are 
adjusted properly at first. 

The panels 10 and 20 are in contact at the side of 
pins 85a in the stage shown in FIG. 24B. However, gases 
released from panels are not confined in the inner space since 
the other side of the panels are open. 
Example 5 
<Table 5> 
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The panels 41 to 50 are PDPs manufactured based on the 
present embodiment. The panels 41 to 50 have been manufactured 
in different conditions during the bonding process. That is, 
the panels were heated in various types of atmospheric gases 
under various pressures, and they were put together at various 
temperatures with various timing. 

Each panel had been temporarily baked at 350°C. 

For the panels 41 to 46, 48 to 50, dry gases with 
different partial pressures of steam vapor in the range of OTorr 
to 12Torr were used as the atmospheric gas. The panel 47 was 
heated while gas was exhausted to produce a vacuum. 

For the panels 43 to 47, the panels were heated from 
the room temperature to 400°C (lower than the softening point of 
sealing glass), then the panels were put together. The panels 
were further heated to 450°C (higher than the softening point of 
sealing glass), the temperature was maintained for 10 minutes 
then decreased to 350°C, and gas was exhausted while the 
temperature of 350°C was maintained. 

For the panels 41 and 42, the panels were bonded at 
lower temperatures of 250°C and 350°C, respectively. 

For the panel 48, the panels were heated to 450°C, 
then put together at the temperature. For the panel 49, the 
panels were heated to 500°C (peak temperature), then put 
together at the temperature. 

For the panel 50, the panels were heated to the peak 
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temperature of 480°C then decreased to 450°C, and the panels were 
put together and bonded at 450°C. 

The panel 51 is a PDP manufactured based on a 
variation of Embodiment 5 shown in FIGs. 24A to 24C in which the 
panels were heated to 450°C (peak temperature) , then put 
together and bonded at the temperature . 

The panel 52 is a comparative PDP manufactured by 
putting the panels together at room temperature then bonding 
them by heating them to 450°C in dry air at atmospheric 
pressure* 

Note that in each of the PDPs 41 to 52, the thickness 
of the flourescent substance layer is 30 fim, and the discharge 
gas, Ne (95%) -Xe (5%) , was charged with the charging pressure 
SOOTorr so that each has the same panel construction. 
Test for Light Emitting Characteristics 

For each of the PDPs 41 to 52 , the relative light- 
emitting intensity of the emitted blue light, the chromaticity 
coordinate y of the emitted blue light, the peak wavelength of 
the emitted blue light, the panel luminance and the color 
temperature in the white balance without color correction, and 
the ratio of the peak intensity of the spectrum of light emitted 
from the blue cells to that of the green cells were measured as 
the light emitting characteristics. 

Each of the manufactured PDPs was disassembled and 
vacuum ultraviolet rays (central wavelength is 14 6nm) were 
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radiated onto the blue fluorescent substance layers of the back 
panel using a krypton excimer lamp. The chromaticity coordinate 
y of blue light was then measured. 

The results are shown in Table 5. Note that the 
relative light-emitting intensity values for blue light shown in 
Table 5 are relative values when the measured light-emitting 
intensity of the panel 52, a comparative example, is set to 100 
as the standard value. 

Also, each of the manufactured PDPs was disassembled 
and vacuum ultraviolet rays were radiated onto the blue 
fluorescent substance layers of the back panel using a krypton 
excimer lamp. The the color temperature when light was emitted 
from all of the blue, red, and green cells, and the ratio of the 
peak intensity of the spectrum of light emitted from the blue 
cells to that of the green cells were then measured. The 
results were the same as the above ones. 

FIG. 25 shows spectra of light emitted from only blue 
cells of the PDPs of panels 45, 50, and 52. 

Though Table 5 does not show, the chromaticity 
coordinate x and y of light emitted from the red and green cells 
of 41 to 53 were substantially the same: red (0.636, 0.350), 
green (0.251, 0.692). In the comparative PDP, the chromaticity 
coordinate x and y of light emitted from blue cells was (0.170, 
0.090), and the peak wavelength was 458nm in the spectrum of the 
emitted light. 
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The blue fluorescent substances were then taken out 
from the panel. The number of molecules contained in one gram 
of H 2 0 gas desorbed from the blue fluorescent substances was 
measured using the TDS analysis method. Also,- the ratio of c- 
axis length to a-axis length of the blue fluorescent substance 
crystal was measured by the X-ray analysis. The results are 
also shown in Table 5 . 
Study 

It is noted that the panels 41 to 51 have light 
emitting characteristics superior to those of the panel 52 (with 
higher light-emitting intensity of blue light and smaller 
chromaticity coordinate y) . It is thought that this is because 
a smaller amount of gas is released in the inner space between 
panels after the panels are bonded in accordance with the 
present embodiment than in accordance with conventional 
methods . 

In the PDP of panel 52, the chromaticity coordinate 
y of the light emitted from blue cells is 0.088 and the color 
temperature in the white balance without color correction is 
5800K. In contrast, in panels 41 to 51, the values are 
respectively 0.08 or less and 650QK or more. Especially, it is 
noted that in panels 48 to 51 that have low chromaticity 
coordinate y of blue light, a high color temperature of around 
11,000K has been achieved (in the white balance without color 
correction) . 
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FIG. 26 is a CIE chromaticity diagram on which the 
color reproduction areas around blue color are shown in relation 
to the PDPs of the present embodiment and the comparative 
example . 

In the drawing, the area (a) indicates the color 
reproduction area around blue color for a case (corresponding to 
panel 52) in which the chromaticity coordinate y of blue light 
is about 0.09 (the peak wavelength of spectrum of emitted light 
is 458nm) , the area (b) indicates the color reproduction area 
around blue color for a case (corresponding to panel 41) in 
which the chromaticity coordinate y of blue light is about 0.08 
(the peak wavelength of spectrum of emitted light is 455nm) , and 
the area (c) indicates the color reproduction area around blue 
color for a case (corresponding to panel 50) in which the 
chromaticity coordinate y of blue light is about 0.052 (the peak 
wavelength of spectrum of emitted light is 448nm) . 

It is noted from the drawing that the color 
reproduction area around blue color expands in the order of area 
(a), (b) , (c) . This shows that it is possible to manufacture a 
PDP in which the smaller the chromaticity coordinate y of blue 
light is (the shorter the peak wavelength of the spectrum of 
emitted light is), the broader the color reproduction area 
around blue color is. 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 41, 42, 45, and 48 (in each of which the partial pressure 
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of steam vapor in the dry gas is 2Torr) , it is noted that the 
light-emitting characteristics are improved in the order of 
panels 41, 42, 45, and 48 (the light-emitting intensity 
increases and the chromaticity coordinate y decreases) . This 
shows that the higher a degree the heating temperature in 
bonding the front panel 10 and back panel 20 is set to, the more 
the light-emitting characteristics of the PDPs are improved* 

This is considered to be because when the panels are 
preparatively heated to a high temperature while they are 
separated from each other before they are bonded, a smaller 
amount of gas is released in the inner space between panels 
after the panels are bonded since the gas released from the 
panels is exhausted sufficiently* 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 43 to 46 (which have the same temperature profile in the 
bonding process) , it is noted that the light-emitting 
characteristics are improved in the order of panels 43, 44, 45, 
and 4 6 (the chromaticity coordinate y decreases in the order) . 
This shows that the lower the partial pressure of steam vapor in 
the atmospheric gas is, the more the light-emitting 
characteristics of the PDPs are improved. 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 46 and 47 (which have the same temperature profile in the 
bonding process) , it is noted that the panel 46 is a little 
superior to the panel 47. 
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It is considered that this is because a part of oxygen 
came out of the flourescent substance being an oxide and the 
oxygen defect was caused in the panel 47 since it was 
preparatively heated in the atmosphere of non oxygen, while the 
panel 4 6 was preparatively heated in the atmospheric gas 
containing oxygen. 

It is noted that the light-emitting characteristics 
of the panels 48 and 51 are almost the same. This shows that 
there is hardly a difference in terms of the light-emitting 
characteristics of PDPS between a case in which the panels are 
preparatively heated while they are completely separated from 
each other and a case in which they are partially separated. 

It is noted from Table 5 that the values of the 
chromaticity coordinate y are almost the same regardless whether 
they are measured by radiating vacuum ultraviolet rays onto the 
blue fluorescent substance layer or by emitting light from only 
the blue fluorescent substance layer. 

By focusing attention on the relationships between the 
chromaticity coordinate y of the emitted blue light and the peak 
wavelength of the emitted blue light for each panel provided in 
Table 5, it is noted that the peak wavelength is shorter as the 
chromaticity coordinate y is smaller. This shows that they are 
proportional to each other. 
<Embodiment 6> 

The PDP of the present embodiment has the same 
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construction as that of Embodiment 1* 

The manufacturing method of the PDP is also the same 
as Embodiment 5 except that after the sealing glass is applied 
to at least one of the front panel 10 and the back panel 20, the 
temporary baking process , the bonding process, and the 
exhausting process are consecutively performed in the heating 
furnace 81 of the bonding apparatus 80 . 

The temporary baking process, the bonding process r and 
the exhausting process of the present embodiment will be 
described in detail . 

These processes are performed using the bonding 
apparatus shown in FIGs. 19 and 20. However, in the present 
embodiment, as shown in FIGs. 27A to 27C, a pipe 90 is inserted 
from outside the heating furnace 81 and connected to the glass 
pipe 26 which is attached to the air vent 21a of the back panel 
20. 

FIGs . 27A, 27B, and 27C show operations performed in 
the temporary baking process through the exhausting process 
using the bonding apparatus . 

The temporary baking process, the bonding process, and 
the exhausting process will be described with reference to these 
figures . 

Temporary Baking Process 

A sealing glass paste is applied to one of: the outer 
region of the front panel 10 on a side facing the back panel 20; 



the outer region of the back panel 20 on a side facing the front 
panel 10; and the outer region of the front panel 10 and the 
back panel 20 on sides that face each other* Note that in the 
drawings, the sealing glass layers 15 are formed on the front 
panel 10 . 

The front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are put 
together after positioned properly* The panels are then laid on 
the base 84 at a fixed position. The pressing mechanisms 86 are 
then set to press the back panel 20 (FIG. 27A) . 

The atmospheric gas (dry air) is then circulated in 
the heating furnace 81 (or, at the same time, gas is exhausted 
through the gas exhaust valve 83 to produce a vacuum) while the 
following operations are performed. 

The slide pins 85 are hoisted to move the back panel 
20 to a position parallel to itself (FIG* 27B) . This broadens 
the space between the front panel 10 and the back panel 20, and 
the fluorescent substance layers 25 on the back panel 20 are 
exposed to the large space in the heating furnace 81. 

The heating furnace 81 in the above state is heated 
to the temporary baking temperature (about 350°C) then the 
panels are temporarily heated for 10 to 30 minutes at the 
temperature . 

Preparative Heating Process 

The panels 10 and 20 are further heated to let the 
panels release gas having been held by adsorption on the panels. 



The preparative heating process ends when a preset temperature 
(e.g., 400°C) has been reached. 
Bonding Process 

The slide pins 85 are lowered to put the front and 
back panels together again. That is, the back panel 20 is reset 
to its proper position on the front panel 10 (FIG. 27C) . 

When the inside of the heating furnace 81 has reached 
a certain bonding temperature (around 450°C) higher than the 
softening point of the sealing glass layers 15, the bonding 
temperature is maintained for 10 to 20 minutes. During this 
period, the outer regions of the front panel 10 and the back 
panel 20 are bonded together by the softened sealing glass. 
Since the back panel 20 is pressed onto the front panel 10 by 
the pressing mechanisms 86 during this bonding period, the 
panels are bonded with high stability. 
Exhausting Process 

The interior of the heating furnace is cooled to an 
exhaust temperature lower than the softening point of the 
sealing glass layers 15. The panels are baked at the 
temperature (e.g., for one hour at 350°C) . Gas is exhausted 
from the inner space between the bonded panels to produce a high 

-7 

degree of vacuum (8 x 10 Torr) . The exhausting process is 
performed using a vacuum pump (not illustrated) connected to the 
pipe 90 . 

The panels are then cooled to room temperature while 
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the vacuum of the inner space is maintained. The discharge gas 
is charged into the inner space through the glass pipe 26, The 
PDP is complete after the air vent 21a is plugged and the glass 
pipe 26 is cut away. 
5 Effects of the Manufacturing Method Shown in the Present 
Embodiment 

The manufacturing method of the present embodiment has 
the following effects which are not obtained by the conventional 
methods . 

a ' 

V io Conventionally, the temporary baking process, the 

tsK~ 

l t% bonding process,' and the exhausting process are separately 

[,j performed using a heating furnace, and the panels are cooled to 

s room temperature at each interval between processes. With such 

ft! a construction, it requires a long time and consumes much energy 

15 for the panels to be heated in each process. On the contrary, 
w in the present embodiment, these processes are consecutively 

performed in the same heating furnace without lowering the 
temperature to room temperature. This reduces the time and 
energy required for heating. 
20 In the present embodiment, the temporary baking 

process through the bonding process are performed speedily and 
with low energy consumption since the temporary baking process 
and the preparative heating process are performed in the middle 
of heating the heating furnace 81 to the temperature for the 
25 bonding process. Furthermore, in the present embodiment, the 
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bonding process through the exhausting process are performed 
speedily and with low energy consumption the exhausting process 
is performed in the middle of cooling the panels to room 
temperature after the bonding process. 
5 Further, the present embodiment has the same effects 

as Embodiment 5 compared to conventional bonding methods as will 
be described. 

In general, gases like steam vapor are held by 
adsorption on the surface of the front panel and back panel. 

10 The adsorbed gases are released when the panels are heated. 

In conventional methods, in the bonding process after 
the temporary baking process, the front panel and the back panel 
are first put together at room temperature, then they are heated 
to be bonded together. In the bonding process, the gases held 

15 by adsorption on the surface of the front panel and back panel 
are released. Though a certain amount of the gases are released 
in the temporary baking process, gases are newly held by 
adsorption when the panels are laid in the air to room 
temperature before the bonding process begins, and the gases are 

20 released in the bonding process. The released gases are 
confined in the small space between the panels. When this 
happens, the flourescent substance layers are tend to be 
degraded by the heat and the gases, especially by steam vapor 
released from the protecting layer 14. The degradation of the 

25 flourescent substance layers decreases the light-emitting 
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intensity of the layers. 

On the other hand, according to the manufacturing 
method shown in the present embodiment, the gas released from 
the panels are not confined in the inner space since a broad gap 
is formed between the panels in the bonding process or the 
preparative heating process. Also, water or the like is not 
held by adsorption on the panels after the preparative heating 
process since the panels are consecutively heated in the bonding 
process following the preparative heating process. Therefore, 
a small amount of gas is released from the panels during the 
bonding process. This prevents the fluorescent substance layer 
25 from being degraded by heat. 

Also, it is possible with the bonding apparatus 80 of 
the present embodiment to bond the panels at a proper position 
when the position is properly adjusted at first. 

Further, in the present embodiment, the preparative 
heating process through the bonding process are performed in the 
atmosphere in which dry gas is circulated. This prevents the 
fluorescent substance layer 25 from being degraded by heat and 
the steam vapor contained in the atmospheric gas. 

The preferable conditions for the present embodiment 
in terms of: the temperature in the preparative heating; the 
timing with which the panels are put together; the type of 
atmospheric gas; the pressure; and the partial pressure of steam 
vapor are the same as described in Embodiment 5. 



Variations of Present Embodiment 

In the present embodiment, the temporary baking 
process, the preparative heating process, the bonding process, 
and the exhausting process are consecutively performed in the 
same apparatus. However, the same effects are obtained to some 
extent when the preparative heating process is omitted. Also, 
the same effects are obtained to some extent if only the 
temporary baking process and the bonding process are 
consecutively performed in the same apparatus, or if only the 
bonding process and the exhausting process are consecutively 
performed in the same apparatus. 

In the present embodiment, the interior of the heating 
furnace is cooled to an exhaust temperature (350°C) lower than 
the softening point of the sealing glass after the bonding 
process and gas is exhausted at the temperature. However, it is 
possible to exhaust gas at a temperature as high as that in the 
bonding process. In this case, the gas is exhausted 
sufficiently in a short time. However, to do this, it is 
thought that some arrangement should be made so that the sealing 
glass layer does not flow out of the position even if it is 
softened {e.g., a partition shown in FIGs. 10 to 16). 

In the present embodiment, the temporary baking 
process and the preparative heating process are performed while 
the front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are separated from each 
other. However, it is possible to consecutively perform the 
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temporary baking process, bonding process , and exhausting 
process adopting the method of Embodiment 3 in which the panels 
are put together after properly positioned, then the panels are 
heated to be bonded while the pressure of the inner space is 
reduced and dry air is supplied to the inner space. 

The above method will be detailed. The heating-for- 
sealing apparatus 50 shown in FIG. 4 is used. First, the 
sealing glass is applied onto one or both of the front panel 10 
and back panel 20 to form the sealing glass layer 15. The 
panels 10 and 20 are properly positioned then put together 
without being temporarily baked, and placed in the heating 
furnace 51. 

A pipes 52a is connected to the glass pipes 26a which 
is attached to the air vent 21a of the back panel 20. Gas is 
exhausted from the space through the pipe 52b using a vacuum 
pump (not illustrated) . At the same time, dry air is supplied 
into the inner space through a pipe 52b connected to the glass 
pipes 2 6b which is attached to the air vent 21b of the back 
panel 20. By doing so, the pressure of the inner space is 
reduced while dry air is flown through the inner space. 

With the above state of the space between the panel 
10 and 20 maintained, the interior of the heating furnace 51 is 
heated to a temporary baking temperature and the panels are 
temporarily baked (for 10 to 30 minutes at 350°C) . 

Here, the panels are not baked sufficiently in the 
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temporarily baking if they are simply baked after they are put 
together since it is difficult for oxygen to be supplied to the 
sealing glass layer. However, the panels are sufficiently baked 
if they are baked while dry air is flown through the inner space 
5 between the panels* 

The temperature is raised to a certain bonding 
temperature higher than the softening point of the sealing glass 
and the bonding temperature is maintained for a certain period 
(e.g., the peak temperature of 450°C is kept for 30 minutes). 
Jj 10 During this period, the front panel 10 and the back panel 20 are 
ft* bonded together by the softened sealing glass. 

M; The interior of the heating furnace 51 is cooled to 

* s an exhaust temperature lower than the softening point of the 

sealing glass. Gas is exhausted from the inner space between 
is the bonded panels to produce a high degree of vacuum by 
3 maintaining the exhaust temperature. After this exhausting 

process, the panels are cooled to room temperature. The 
discharge gas is charged into the inner space through the glass 
pipe 26. The PDP is complete after the air vent 21a is plugged 
20 and the glass pipe 26 is cut away. 

In this variation example, as in the method of the 
present embodiment, the temporary baking, bonding, and 
exhausting processes are consecutively performed in the same 
bonding apparatus while the temperature does not decrease to 
25 room temperature. Therefore, these process are also performed 
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speedily and with low energy consumption. 

In this variation example, the same effects are 
obtained to some extent if only the temporary baking process and 
the bonding process are consecutively performed in the heating 
furnace 51, or if only the bonding process and the exhausting 
process are consecutively performed in the heating furnace 51. 
Example 6 
<Table 6> 
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The panels 61 to 69 are PDPs manufactured based on the 
present embodiment. The panels 61 to 69 have been manufactured 
in different conditions during the bonding process* That is, 
the panels were heated in various types of atmospheric gases 
under various pressures, and they were put together at various 
temperatures with various timing. 

FIG. 28 shows the temperature profile used in the 
temporary baking process, bonding process, and exhausting 
process in manufacturing the panels 63 to 67. 

For the panels 61 to 66, 68, and 69, dry air with 
different partial pressures of steam vapor in the range of OTorr 
to 12Torr were used. For panel 70, non-dry air was used. The 
panel 67 was heated while gas was exhausted to produce a 
vacuum. 

For the panels 63 to 67, the panels were heated from 
the room temperature to 350°C. The panels were temporarily 
baked by maintaining the temperature for 10 minutes. The panels 
were then heated to 400°C (lower than the softening point of 
sealing glass), then the panels were put together. The panels 
were further heated to 450°C (higher than the softening point of 
sealing glass) , the temperature was maintained for 10 minutes 
then decreased to 350°C, and gas was exhausted while the 
temperature of 350°C was maintained. 

For the panels 61 and 62, the panels were bonded at 
lower temperatures of 250°C and 350°C, respectively. 
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For the panel 68, the panels were heated to 450 C, 
then put together at the temperature* For the panel 69, the 
panels were heated to the peak temperature of 480°C then 
decreased to 450°C, and the panels were put together and bonded 
at 450°C. 

The panel 70 is a comparative PDP manufactured based 
on a conventional method in which the panels were temporarily 
baked, put together at room temperature, heated to a bonding 
temperature of 450°C in air at the atmospheric pressure, and 
bonded at 450°C. The panels were then cooled to room 
temperature once, then heated again in the heating furnace to an 
exhaust temperature of 350°C. Gas was exhausted from the space 
by maintaining the temperature at 350°C. 

Note that in each of the PDPs 61 to 70, the thickness 
of the flourescent substance layer is 30 /im, and the discharge 
gas, Ne (95%) -Xe (5%) , was charged with the charging pressure 
SOOTorr so that each has the same panel construction. 
Test for Light Emitting Characteristics 

For each of PDPs 61 to 70, the relative light-emitting 
intensity of the emitted blue light, the chromaticity coordinate 
y of the emitted blue light, the peak wavelength of the emitted 
blue light, the color temperature in the white balance without 
color correction, and the ratio of the peak intensity of the 
spectrum of light emitted from the blue cells to that of the 
green cells were measured as the light emitting 
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characteristics . 

The results are shown in Table 6. Note that the 
relative light-emitting intensity values for blue light shown in 
Table 6 are relative values when the measured light-emitting 
intensity of the panel 70, a comparative example, is set to 100 
as the standard value. 

Each of the manufactured PDPs was disassembled and 
vacuum ultraviolet rays were radiated onto the blue fluorescent 
substance layers of the back panel using a krypton excimer lamp. 
The chroma ticity coordinate y of the emitted blue light, the 
color temperature when light was emitted from all of the blue, 
red, and green cells, and the ratio of the peak intensity of the 
spectrum of light emitted from the blue cells to that of the 
green cells were then measured* The results were the same as 
the above ones. 

The blue fluorescent substances were then taken out 
from the panel. The number of molecules contained in one gram 
of gas desorbed from the blue fluorescent substances was 

measured using the TDS analysis method. Also, the ratio of c- 
axis length to a-axis length of the blue fluorescent substance 
crystal was measured by the X-ray analysis. The results are 
also shown in Table 6. 
Study 

For each of the PDPs 61 to 70, the light-emitting 
intensity of the emitted blue light, the chromaticity coordinate 



y of the emitted blue light, the peak wavelength of the emitted 
blue light, and the color temperature in the white balance 
without color correction (a color temperature when light is 
emitted from the blue, red, and green cells with the same power 
5 to produce a white display) were measured as the light emitting 
characteristics . 
<Test Results> 

The results of this test are shown in Table 6. Note 
that the relative light-emitting intensity values for blue light 
10 shown in Table 6 are relative values when the measured light- 
emitting intensity of the panel 70 is set to 100 as the standard 
value. 

It is noted from the Table 6 that the panels 61 to 69 
have light emitting characteristics superior to those of the 

15 panel 70 (with higher light-emitting intensity of blue light and 
smaller chromaticity coordinate y) . It is thought that this is 
because a smaller amount of gas is released in the inner space 
between panels after the panels are bonded in accordance with 
the present embodiment than in accordance with conventional 

20 methods . 

In the PDP of panel 70, the chromaticity coordinate 
y of the light emitted from blue cells is 0.090 and the color 
temperature in the white balance without color correction is 
5800K. In contrast, in panels 61 to 69, the values are 
25 respectively 0.08 or less and 6500K or more. Especially, it is 
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noted that in panels 68 and 69 that have low chromaticity 
coordinate y of blue light, a high color temperature of around 
11,000k has been achieved (in the white balance without color 
correction) . 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 61, 62, 65, 68, and 69 (in each of which the partial 
pressure of steam vapor in the dry gas is 2Torr) , it is noted 
that the light-emitting characteristics are improved in the 
order of panels 61, 62, 65, 68, 69 (the light-emitting intensity 
increases and the chromaticity coordinate y decreases) - This 
shows that the higher a degree the heating temperature in 
bonding the front panel 10 and back panel 20 is set to, the more 
the light-emitting characteristics of the PDPs are improved. 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 63 to 66 (which have the same temperature profile in the 
bonding process), it is noted that the light-emitting 
characteristics are improved in the order of panels 63, 64, 65, 
and 66 (the chromaticity coordinate y decreases in the order) . 
This shows that the lower the partial pressure of steam vapor in 
the atmospheric gas is, the more the light-emitting 
characteristics of the PDPs are improved. 

By comparing the light-emitting characteristics of the 
panels 66 and 67 (which have the same temperature profile in the 
bonding process), it is noted that the panel 66 is a little 

superior to the panel 67 . 
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It is considered that this is because a part of oxygen 
came out of the flourescent substance being an oxide and the 
oxygen defect was caused in the panel 67 since it was 
preparatively heated in the atmosphere of non oxygen, while the 
panel 66 was preparatively heated in the atmospheric gas 
containing oxygen. 
Others 

in the above Embodiments 1 to 6, the case of 
manufacturing a surface-discharge type PDP was described. 
However, the present invention can be applied to the case of 
manufacturing an opposed-discharge type PDP. 

The present invention can be achieved by using the 
fluorescent substances generally used for PDPs other than the 
fluorescent substances with the composition shown in the above 
embodiments . 

Typically, the sealing glass is applied after the the 
fluorescent substance layer is formed, as shown in Embodiments 
1 to 6. However, the order of these process may be reversed. 

INDUSTRIAL USE PO SSIBILITY 

The PDP of the present invention and the method of 
producing the PDP are effective for manufacturing displays for 
computers or TVs, especially for manufacturing large-screen 
displays . 
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5. (After Amendment) A PDP production method comprising: 

a bonding step for putting a front panel (10) and a 
back panel (20) together to form inner space between the panels, 
and bonding the front panel and the back panel by maintaining a 
bonding temperature equal to or higher than a temperature at 
which the sealing material softens, a fluorescent substance 
layer (25) being formed on at least one of the front panel and 
the back panel, and a sealing material layer (15) being formed 
on at least one of the front panel and the back panel, wherein 
the bonding step is performed while steam vapor is 
forced to exhaust from the inner space. 



1 6. The PDP production method of Claim 5, wherein 

2 the bonding step is performed while the dry gas is 

3 circulated in the inner space. 
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1 7. The PDP production method of Claim 5,» w£e:»e»in> 

2 the bonding step is performed while an operation of 

3 charging the dry gas into the inner space and an operation of 

4 exhausting gases from the inner space are performed 

5 alternately. 



1 8. (After Amendment) A PDP production method comprising: 

2 a bonding step for putting a front panel (10) and a 

3 back panel (20) together to form inner space between the panels, 

4 and bonding the front panel and the back panel, a fluorescent 

5 substance layer (25) being formed on at least one of the front 

6 panel and the back panel; and 

7 a heating step for heating the bonded front panel and 

8 the back panel to a temperature higher than a room temperature 

9 while a dry gas is circulated in the inner space. 

1 9. (After Amendment) The PDP production method of Claim 8 

2 further comprising: 

3 an exhausting step for, after the heating "step, 

4 exhausting gases from the inner space while maintaining an 

5 exhaust temperature for the bonded panels higher than a room 

6 temperature. 



10, (After Amendment) A PDP production method comprising: 

a heating step for heating a first panel (10) while 
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3 an MgO layer formed on the first panel (£0) :is2*n-bont*cf..#itk.* # .. 

4 'a dry gas; and 

5 a bonding step for, after the heating step, putting 

6 the first panel and a second panel (20) together, and bonding 

7 the first panel and the second panel, a fluorescent substance 

8 layer (25) being formed on the second panel. 



11. (Canceled) 

1 12. (After Amendment) The PDP production method of Claim 5, 

2 wherein 

3 in the bonding step, temporary baking of the sealing 

4 material layer is further performed. 

1 13. The PDP production method of Claim 6, wherein 

2 the bonding step is performed while the dry gas is 

3 circulated in the inner space and a pressure inside the Inner 

4 space is maintained a bonding pressure lower than atmospheric 

5 pressure. 



14. (Canceled) 



15. (Canceled) 

1 16. The PDP production method of Claim 13, wherein 
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2 the front panel and the back panel •We»Jkeat>eci < 'a&ilW 

3 the fluorescent substance layer is under a pressure higher than 

4 the bonding pressure, then a gas pressure in the inner space is 

5 reduced to the bonding pressure, and the bonding step is started 

6 in this condition. 



1 17. The PDP production method of Claim 16, wherein 

2 the front panel and the back panel are heated to a 

3 temperature equal to or higher than a softening point of the 
%t 4 sealing material while the fluorescent substance layer is under 
kl 5 a pressure higher than the bonding pressure, then a gas pressure 
W 6 in the inner space is reduced to the bonding pressure, and the 

JF 

f 7 bonding step is started in this condition. 

55fc s 

i! 18. (Canceled) 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 



21. (Canceled) 

1 22. The PDP production method of Claim 6, wherein 

2 in the sealing material layer forming step, the 

3 sealing material layer is formed in a frame shape at an outer 
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region of at least one of: the side of t&e JfxoRtH&anel* 3»cinV" 



5 



the back panel; and the side of the back panel facing the front 



6 



panel, and 



7 



a plurality of partition walls are formed in stripes, 



8 before the bonding step, on one of: the side of the front panel 

9 facing the back panel; and the side of the back panel facing the 

10 front panel so that the plurality of partition walls are inside 

11 the sealing material layer and that a pair of first gaps are 

12 formed between edges of the plurality of partition walls and two 

13 inside sides of the sealing material layer, wherein the minimum 

14 width of the pair of first gaps is larger than the minimum width 

15 of a pair of second gaps between two outermost ones of the 

16 plurality of partition walls and the other sides of the sealing 

17 material layer, and 

18 in the bonding step, the dry gas moves from one of the 

19 pair of first gaps to the other. 

1 23. The PDP production method of Claim 6, wherein 

2 in the sealing material layer forming step,* the 

3 sealing material layer is formed in a frame shape at an outer 

4 region of at least one of: the side of the front panel facing 

5 the back panel; and the side of the back panel facing the ::ront 

6 panel , and 

7 a plurality of first partition walls are formed in 

8 stripes, before the bonding step, on one of: the side of the 
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9 front panel facing the back panel; and .the &i«ie»« 

10 panel facing the front panel so that the plurality of partition 

11 walls are inside a second partition wall which is formed to be 

12 in contact with inside of the sealing material layer and that a 

13 pair of first gaps are formed between edges of the plurality of 

14 partition walls and two inside sides of the second partition 

15 wall, wherein the minimum width of the pair of first gaps is 

16 larger than the minimum width of a pair of second gaps between 

17 two outermost ones of the plurality of partition walls and the 

18 other sides of the second partition wall, and 

in the bonding step, the dry gas moves from one of the 

pair of first gaps to the other. 



1 24. (After Amendment) A PDP production method comprising: 

2 a preparative heating step for heating a front panel 

3 (10) and a back panel (20) in an atmosphere of dry gas while a 

4 space is opened between the sides of the panels facing each 

5 other, a fluorescent substance layer (25) being formed on at 

6 least one of the front panel and the back panel, and a sealing 

7 material layer (15) being formed on at least one of the front 

8 panel and the back panel; and 

9 a bonding step for, immediately after the preparative 

10 heating step, putting the front panel and the back panel 

11 together to form inner space between the panels, and bonding the 

12 front panel and the back panel by maintaining a bonding 
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13 temperature equal to or higher than a sof tei*«*g^oin*fc* <>f* t£e» # 

14 sealing material. 

1 25, The PDP production method of Claim 24 , wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to a temperature lower than the 

4 softening point of the sealing material, and 

5 in the bonding step, the panels are put together and 

6 heated to the bonding temperature to be bonded together. 

1 26, The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to a temperature higher than the 

4 bonding temperature, and 

5 the front panel and the back panel are cooled to the 

6 bonding temperature then the bonding step is started. 

1 27. The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 the preparative heating step is performed while the 

3 front panel and the back panel are under a pressure lower than 

4 an atmospheric pressure. 

28. (Canceled) 

1 29, {After Amendment) The PDP production method of Claim 24, 
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2 wherein • • *• •* ** 

3 the preparative heating step is performed while the 

4 front panel and the back panel are in an atmosphere in which a 

5 dry gas is circulated. 

1 30. The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 the preparative heating step is performed while gases 

3 released from the front panel and the back panel when the panels 

4 are heated are forcibly exhausted to outside. 

1 31. The PDP production method of Claim 24 further comprising: 

2 a separating step for properly positioning the front 

3 panel and the back panel, putting the panels together, and 

4 separating the front panel and the back panel from each other by 

5 moving the panels along a certain path, the separating step 

6 being performed before the preparative heating step, wherein 

7 in the bonding step, the front panel and the back 

8 panel are put together by moving the panels in a direction 

9 opposite to a movement along the certain path of the separating 
10 step. 

J. 32* The PDP production method of Claim 31, wherein 

2 in the separating step and the bonding step, the front 

3 panel and the back panel are moved to positions parallel to 

4 themselves. 
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1 33. The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to 200°C or higher* 

1 34. The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to 300°C or higher. 

1 35, The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to a temperature in a range of 300°C 

4 to 400°C. 

1 36- The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to 400°C or higher . 

1 37, The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to a temperature in a range of 450 Q C 

4 to 520°C. 



1 38. The PDP production method of Claim 24, wherein 

2 in the sealing material layer forming step, the 
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3 sealing material layer is formed on both of >*«fehe^sicte* of" tile** 

4 front panel facing the back panel; and the side of the back 

5 panel facing the front panel, and 

6 in the bonding step, the front panel and the back 

7 panel are put together by matching the sealing material layers 

8 formed on the panels to each other. 



1 39. A PDP production method comprising: 

2 a sealing material layer forming step for forming a 

3 sealing material layer on both of: a side of a front panel 

4 facing a back panel; and a side of the back panel facing the 

5 front panel; and 

6 a bonding step for bonding the front panel and the 

7 back panel by matching the sealing material layers formed on the 

8 panels to each other. 



1 40. A PDP production method comprising: 

2 a fluorescent substance layer forming step for forming 

3 a fluorescent substance layer on at least one of: a side of a 

4 front panel facing a back panel; and a side of the back panel 

5 facing the front panel; 

5 a sealing material application step for applying a 

7 sealing material to at least one of: the side of the front panel 

8 facing the back panel; and the side of the back panel facing the 

9 front panel; 
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10 a bonding step for, after the* fluorescent s f ubs$»fcana»e **** 

11 layer forming step and the sealing material application step, 

12 putting the front panel and the back panel together tc form 

13 inner space between the panels, and bonding the front panel and 

14 the back panel by maintaining a bonding temperature equal to or 

15 higher than a softening point of the sealing material; and 

16 an exhausting step for exhausting gases from the inner 

17 space while an exhaust temperature for the bonded panels higher 

18 than a room temperature is maintained, wherein 

19 the exhausting step is started without cooling the 

E 

£7 20 front panel and the back panel bonded in the bonding step to the 

s - 

a a s 

j:: 21 room temperature ♦ 

O 1 41 . A PDP production method comprising: 

P 2 a fluorescent substance layer forming step for forming 

3 a fluorescent substance layer on at least one of: a side of a 

4 front panel facing a back panel; and a side of the back panel 

5 facing the front panel; 

6 a sealing material application step for applying a 

7 sealing material to at least one of: the side of the front panel 

8 facing the back panel; and the side of the back panel facing the 

9 front panel; 

10 a sealing material temporary baking step for 

11 temporarily baking either or both of the front panel and the 

12 back panel to which the sealing material has been applied by 
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13 maintaining a temporary baking temperature* aact -i* •«* **** 

14 a bonding step for, after the fluorescent * substance 

15 layer forming step and the sealing material temporary baking 

16 step, putting the front panel and the back panel together to 

17 form inner space between the panels, and bonding the front panel 

18 and the back panel by maintaining a bonding temperature equal to 

19 or higher than a softening point of the sealing material, 

20 wherein 

21 the bonding step is started without cooling to a room 

22 temperature the one or two panels whose temporary baking 

23 temperature has been maintained during the sealing material 

24 temporary baking step. 



1 42. A PDP production method comprising: 

2 a fluorescent substance layer forming step for forming 

3 a fluorescent substance layer on at least one of: a side of a 

4 front panel facing a back panel; and a side of the back panel 

5 facing the front panel; 

6 a sealing material application step for applying a 

7 sealing material to at least one of: the side of the front panel 

8 facing the back panel; and the side of the back panel facing the 

9 front panel; 

10 a sealing material temporary baking step for 

11 temporarily baking either or both of the front panel and the 

12 back panel to which the sealing material has been applied by 
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13 maintaining a temporary baking temperatures — * *** - - - 

14 a bonding step for, after the fluorescent substance 

15 layer forming step and the sealing material temporary baking 

16 step, putting the front panel and the back panel together to 

17 form inner space between the panels, and bonding the front panel 

18 and the back panel by maintaining a bonding temperature equal to 

19 or higher than a softening point of the sealing material; and 

20 an exhausting step for exhausting gases from the inner 

21 space while an exhaust temperature for the bonded panels higher 

22 than a room temperature is maintained, wherein 

23 the front panel and the back panel are maintained in 

24 a temperature higher than a room temperature through all steps 

25 from the sealing material temporary baking step to the 

26 exhausting step. 

1 43. The PDP production method of Claim 41 or Claiir. 42, 

2 wherein 

3 the bonding step is started after the one or two 

4 panels whose temporary baking temperature has been maintained 

5 during the sealing material temporary baking step are heated to 

6 the bonding temperature. 

1 44. The PDP production method of Claim 40 or Claim 42, 

2 wherein 

3 the exhausting step is started after the bonded front 
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4 panel and the back panel are coaled ~fto —the— ewhaust 



5 temperature . 



1 45. The PDP production method of Claim 40 or Claim 42, 

2 wherein 

3 the exhausting step is started after the bonded front 

4 panel and the back panel are maintained in the bonding 

5 temperature • 

1 46. The PDP production method of Claim 41 or Claim 42 , 

2 wherein 

3 the sealing material temporary baking step is 

4 performed while a space is opened between the sides of the 

5 panels facing each other, and 

6 the PDP production method further comprises between 

7 the sealing material temporary baking step and the bonding 

8 step: 

9 a preparative heating step for heating the front panel 

10 and the back panel while a space is opened between the sides of 

11 the panels facing each other. 



1 47. The PDP production method of Claim 4 6, wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to a temperature higher than the 

4 temporary baking temperature. 
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1 48. The PDP production method of Claim 46, wherein 

2 in the preparative heating step, the front panel and 

3 the back panel are heated to a temperature higher than the 

4 temporary baking temperature, and then 

5 the bonding step is started after the front panel and 

6 the back panel are cooled to the bonding temperature. 

1 49. The PDP production method of Claim 46, wherein 

2 the preparative heating step is performed under a 

3 pressure lower than an atmospheric pressure* 

1 50. The PDP production method of Claim 46, wherein 

2 the preparative heating step is performed in an 

3 atmosphere of dry gas . 

1 51. The PDP production method of one of Claims 40 to 42, 

2 wherein 

3 the bonding step is performed while a dry gits is 

4 circulated in the inner space. 

1 52. The PDP production method of Claim 41 or Claim 42, 

2 wherein 

3 in the sealing material temporary baking step, the 

4 front panel and the back panel are put together to form inner 
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5 space between the panels, and the sealing na*es*al ♦temporary « 

6 baking step is performed while a dry gas is circulated in the 

7 inner space. 



53. (Canceled) 



54 . (Canceled) 



55. (Canceled) 



56. (Canceled) 

1 57. (After Amendment) The PDP production method of Claim 9, 

2 wherein 

3 the temperature in the heating step is equal to or 

4 higher than the exhaust temperature. 

1 58. (After Amendment) The PDP production method of Claim 9, 

2 wherein 

3 at least one of the temperature in the heating step 

4 and the exhaust temperature is 360°C or higher. 

1 59. (After Amendment) The PDP production method of Claim 9, 

2 wherein 

3 at least one of the temperature in the heating step 
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4 and the exhaust temperature is 380°C or kigixef*?* *» # *** **** 

1 60, (After Amendment) The PDP production method of Claim 9, 

2 wherein 

3 at least one of the temperature in the heating step 

4 and the exhaust temperature is 400°C or higher . 

61. (Canceled) 

62. (Canceled) 

1 63. (After Amendment) The PDP production method of one of 

2 Claims 6 to 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, and 22 to 24, wherein 

3 the dry gas contains oxygen. 

1 64. (After Amendment) The PDP production method of one of 

2 Claims 6 to 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, and 22 to 24, wherein 

3 the dry gas is dry air. 

1 65. (After Amendment) A PDP produced in accordance with the PDP 

2 production method of one of Claims 5 to 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, 22 

3 to 27, 29 to 38, and 57 to 60. 

66. (Canceled) 
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68. (Canceled) 



69. (Canceled) 



1 70. A PDP including a plurality of cells formed between a pair 

2 of panels parallel to each other, the plurality of cells 
o 3 including blue cells in each of which a blue fluorescent 
\I 4 substance layer is formed, and the plurality of cells being 
P 5 filled with a gas medium, wherein 

W 6 the chromaticity coordinate y in the CIE color 

? s 7 specification of light emitted from the blue cells when vacuum 

JIJ 8 ultraviolet rays are radiated onto the blue cells to excite the 

m 9 blue cells is 0.07 or less. 

71. (Canceled) 



72. (Canceled) 



1 73. (After Amendment) A PDP including a plurality of cells 

2 formed between a pair of panels parallel to each other, the 

3 plurality of cells including blue cells in each of which a blue 

4 fluorescent substance layer is formed, and the plurality of 

5 cells being filled with a gas medium, wherein 
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6 a peak wavelength of a spectrum of l^hfe^emi^ted* whew 

7 a blue fluorescent substance is excited by a vacuum ultraviolet 

8 ray is 453nm or less. 



74 . (Canceled) 



75. (Canceled) 



7 6. (Canceled) 



77. (Canceled) 

1 78. A PDP including a plurality of cells formed between a pair 

2 of panels parallel to each other, the plurality of cells 

3 including blue cells in each of which a blue fluorescent 

4 substance layer is formed, the plurality of cells including 

5 green cells in each of which a green fluorescent substance layer 

6 is formed, and the plurality of cells being filled with a gas 

7 medium, wherein 

8 a ratio of a peak intensity of spectrum of light 

9 emitted from the blue cells after the blue fluorescent substance 

10 layers in the blue cells are excited by vacuum ultraviolet rays 

11 to a peak intensity of spectrum of light emitted from the green 

12 cells after the green fluorescent substance layers in the green 

13 cells are excited by the vacuum ultraviolet rays is 0*8 or 
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79. (Canceled) 

1 80. (After Amendment) The PDP of one of Claims 70, 73 , and 78, 

2 wherein 

3 the blue fluorescent substance layer is made of 

4 BaMgAl 10 O 17 :Eu. 

81. (Canceled) 

1 82. A PDP including a plurality of cells formed between a pair 

2 of panels parallel to each other, the plurality of cells 

3 including blue cells in each of which a blue fluorescent 

4 substance layer is formed, and the plurality of cells being 

5 filled with a gas medium, wherein 

6 the blue fluorescent substance layer is made of 

7 BaMgAl 10 O 17 :Eu, and 

8 a ratio of c-axis length to a-axis length in crystal 

9 of the blue fluorescent substance layer is 4.0218 or less.. 



1 83. A PDP including a plurality of cells formed between a pair 

2 of panels parallel to each other, the plurality of cells 

3 including blue cells in each of which a blue fluorescent 

4 substance layer is formed, and the plurality of cells being 
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6 the blue fluorescent substance layer is made of 

7 BaMgAl 10 O 17 :Eu, and 

8 a peak value in the number of molecules contained in 

9 H 2 0 desorbed from the blue fluorescent substance layer at 200°C 

1 6 

10 or higher is 1X10 /g or less when measured based on a TDS 

11 analysis method. 



84. (Canceled) 



85. (Canceled) 



86, (Canceled) 



87. (Canceled) 



88, (Canceled) 



89. (Canceled) 



90. (Canceled) 



91. (Canceled) 



92. (Canceled) 
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94. (Canceled) 



95. (Canceled) 



96. (Canceled) 



97 



(Canceled) 
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(Canceled) 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 



99. A PDP production apparatus for putting a front panel and a 
back panel together with a fluorescent substance layer formed on 
at least one of: a side of the front panel facing the back 
panel; and a side of the back panel facing the front panel and 
with a sealing material formed between the front panel and the 
back panel, and bonding the panels to form inner space between 
the panels by heating the panels and softening the sealing 
material, the PDP production apparatus comprising: 

a heating mechanism for heating the front panel and 
the back panel; 

a moving mechanism for moving the front panel and the 
back panel having been put together to separate the panels from 
each other along a certain path and putting the front panel and 
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14 the back panel by moving the panels in an appeal 1«? diirecttLon 



100, (Canceled) 



101. (Canceled) 



102. (Canceled) 



103. (Canceled) 



104. (Canceled) 



105. (Canceled) 



106. (Canceled) 



107. (Canceled) 



108. (Canceled) 



1 109. (After Amendment) A PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 a PDP produced by the PDP production method of one of 

3 Claims 5 to 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, 22 to 27, 29 to 52, and 57 to 

4 60; and 

5 an activating circuit for activating the PDP. 
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1 110. (After Amendment) A PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 the PDP of one of Claims 70, 73, and 78; and 

3 an activating circuit for activating the PDP, 



1 111. A. PDP display apparatus comprising: 

2 the PDP of Claim 80; and 

a activating circuit for activating the PDP. 
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ABSTRACT 

A PDP with superior light-emitting characteristics and 
color reproduction is achieved by setting the chromaticity 
coordinate y (the CIE color specification) of light to 0.08 or 
less, more preferably to 0.07 or less, or 0.06 or less, enabling 
the color temperature of light to be set to 7,000K or more, and 
further to 8,000K or more, 9,000K or more, or 10,000K or more. 
The PDP is manufactured by a method in which the processes for 
heating the fluorescent substances such as the fluorescent 
substance baking, sealing material temporary baking, bonding, 
and exhausting processes are performed in the dry gas 
atmosphere, or in an atmosphere in which a dry gas is circulated 
at a pressure lower than the atmospheric pressure. This PDP is 
also manufactured by: a method in which after the front and back 
panels are bonded together, the exhausting process for 
exhausting gas from the inner space between panels is started 
while the panels are not cooled to room temperature; or a method 
in which after the front and back panels are temporarily baked, 
the process for bonding the panels is started while the panels 
are not cooled to room temperature. This reduces the time and 
energy required for heating, resulting in reduction of 
manufacturing cost. 
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Japan 



(Number) 



(Country) 



(Number) 



(Country) 



(Number) 



(Country) 



6 /August/ 1998 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

18/May/1999 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

1 8 /May/1 999 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

17 /February/ 1999 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
(Day/Month/Year Filed) 



Priority Not Claimed 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. Section 119(e) of any United States provisional 
application(s) listed below: 



% (Application Serial No,) 

%,! 

h:sk 


(Filing Date) 


*f (Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 



(Application Serial No.) 



(Filing Date) 



Ohereby claim the benefit under 35 U. S. C. Section 120 of any United States application(s), or 
Bbction 365(c) of any PCT International application designating the United States, listed below and, 
Psofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior 
Ifriited States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. Section 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office ail information known to me to be material to patentability as defined in Title 37, C. F. R. t 
Section 1.56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT International filing date of this application: 



(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 




(patented, pending, abandoned) 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, 1 hereby appoint the following attorney(s) and/or 
agent(s) to prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 
connected therewith, (list name and registration number) 

Joseph W. Price, Reg. No. 25^124 Boyle B. Johnson, Reg. No. 39^QL_ 

Albin H. Gess, Reg. No. 2§J3£~ Michael J. Moffatt, Reg. No. 3&*304 

Franklin D. Ubell, Reg. No. 27,009 Bradley D. Blanche, Reg. No. 38,387 




Send Correspondence to: Jo *!P!L?^ cc 

PRJCEjjGESk&UlBELL 
2100&E, MaiiLSUJSte. 2 5G 



"Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 
jffoseph W. Price, 949/261-8433 



Full name of sole or first inventor 

Hiroyuki KADO 



Sole or first Inventor's signature ^ r / k^iT\ v / Date 

j (JjL November 27 , 2000 





Residence 

1-15-34-107, Niitaka, Yodogawa-ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka 532-0033 Japan 



Citizenship 
Japan 



Post Office Address 

same as residence 



A. 



Full name of second inventor, if any , , , , rtrTm , „ T 

Mitsuhiro OHTANI 
<1_ — — - — 



Second inventor's signature ^-v . ^ n . ^ y N Date 

/^Z^^i^A^ C%XOwA^ .^^^yferttoer 27 , 2000 



Residence 

3-8-31, Kouryounakamachi, Sakai-shi, Osaka 591-0024 Japan 



Citizenship 

Japan 



Post Office Address 

same as residence 
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Full name of third inventor, if any 



Third inventor's signature 





Date 

November 27,2000 



R esi dence 

5-12-1, Aoshinke, Mino-shi, Osaka 562-0024 Ja; 



Citizenship 

Japan 



Post Office Address 

same as residence 



^4 



Full name of fourth inventor* if any 



KanaKo MIYASHITA 



Fourth inventor's signature 




Date 
27,2000 



i = s 



Residence \ 
1-24-11, Saigoutoori, Moriguchi-shi, Osaka 570-0034 JapanO 

Citizenship 

Japan 

Post Office Address 

same as residence 



Full name of fifth inventor, if any 



Fifth inventor's signature 



Date 



Residence 



Citizenship 



Post Office Address 



Full name of sixth inventor, if any 



Sixth inventor's signature Date 
Residence 

Citizenship ~~ " ~~ 

Post Office Address \ ~ 
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